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September's Anticipation

There is always a palpable excitement and anticipation as September
approaches and children return to school. Here at Trinity we experience
the same excitement every year as we prepare for Kick-Off Sunday,
Worship returns to 10:15, and a new year of Sunday School and programs
are introduced. This year it is especially true as we welcome our new
Director of Music Ministry, Matthew Williamson who begins sharing his
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gifts with us on September 12th. And there is more good news . . . but
you’ll have to come to (or watch) Worship this Sunday, September 4th to
learn all about it! After worship, join us in Upper Kern Hall for our monthly
coffee hour and chat with session to learn the latest from session
members.

In this summer of transition, our committees have been hard at work and
God has been providing everything we need. The Children Youth and
Family Ministries Committee has an exciting year planned and we are
looking forward to seeing kids back in Sunday School classrooms, and
families back in worship. The Adult Christian Education Committee will be
introducing small groups and Bible studies, the Property Committee is
completing the renovation of the elevator, our Finance Committee reports
that Trinity is on sound financial footing, and the Faith in Action committee
will be bringing back the Rise Against Hunger packing event on September
25th.

As we settle in with new leadership, we look forward to the next step of
finding our next installed pastor. In the meantime, we are grounded in the
present of caring for each other, and our neighbors; being Christ to each
other. Trinity has been blessed with a strong caring congregation, strong
leadership, and the constant presence of the Spirit guiding and leading us
every step of the way.

— Your Trinity Session

Attention Trinity Families!

Hello Trinity Families! Sunday School Registration will take place at Kick



Off Sunday on 9/11/22! We cannot wait to see your faces!

So much GOOD change is going on at Trinity and a lot of excitement is
brewing with opportunities to BE the church! Our nursery is now staffed
and open for the Sunday School and Worship hour! The Children's
Message is already back during Worship, and Children's Church is
returning on Sept. 11, Kick-Off Sunday. There after we will have Children’s
Church the first Sunday of every month and the worship bags full of fun
activities can be found in the narthex. We look forward to the return of
workshops, the Christmas Pageant and a beautiful Advent Season, Youth
Group, Children & Youth Sunday, choir and bell music and opportunities
for mission, outreach and fun as a Trinity Family. Can you feel this hopeful
shift coming as the weather slowly changes and the kids get ready for
sports and school?

Laurie Ann Mango will be back as our Sunday School Teacher for the Pre-
K through 1st grade class teaching the Growing in Grace & Gratitude
curriculum.

Lisa Cusumano and Debbie Chen are teaching the 2nd-7th grade class
with the Whirl Curriculum by Sparkhouse. (This year our 7th graders will
float between our class and co/instructor/helpers with Laurie Ann's class!
We LEARN so much when we TEACH!)

The first day of Sunday School (9/18) will be a BACKPACK
BLESSING! Please send your child to class with backpacks

or whatever they use to carry things for school!

Your family is so important to Trinity. Together we can learn Christ's
message of love and service and spread it to the world! If you have any
questions, please reach out to Lisa Cusumano or Debbie Chen.
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The Youth Group started the year off with a splash at the Smutko’s. The
youth led the way by making some plans for the year. We are looking
forward to a great year of fun, fellowship, and discipleship led by our
inimitable Lisa Cusumano supported by the Youth Advisory Group of
Debbie Chen, Molly Boysen, Ellen Jaegersen, and Ann Chicchi.

Fellowship Small Groups

Gone Fishing 
ACE is fishing for new small group ideas for the fall. Do you know
someone with a talent or skill they would be willing to share? Small groups
are flexible and can last for one meeting, take place over several weeks, or
any other timeframe. Both members and non-members may lead. The
focus can be hospitality, spiritual formation, and fellowship. For example,
meditation, yoga, walking, book clubs, gardening, cooking, etc. The topic is
up to you! Please contact Barbara DeCarlo, chair of the Adult Christian
Education Committee, at barbdecarlo@yahoo.com.

Bible Study 
The Gospel of Mark – The Wednesday group resumes on September 14
at 10:00 am and the Sunday group restarts on September 11, 9 am. See
you there! Contact Barbara DeCarlo.

Fellowship Small Groups 
Men’s Group – An in-person evening of fellowship and gathering of Trinity
men that meets every other Wednesday from 5:30 to 7:00 pm (September
14 and 28). Contact Glenn Sandberg.

Knit at Night – Calling all knitters and crocheters! See you on September
15 at the home of Barbara DeCarlo at 7:00 pm. Bring your yarn, needles,
pattern, and stories!

mailto:barbdecarlo@yahoo.com
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Wine Time – Resumes in the fall. Stand by for additional information.

Media Center

To boost your spiritual formation and faith, visit the Media Center. It offers
a plethora of resources including reference books, Bibles, concordances,
study guides, magazines, and more.

4 Barrels Shipping Soon!

We will be packing 4 barrels shortly to ship to "Jackie’s House" in the
Dominican Republic. We are still collecting 3, 5, or 10-pound bags of
black, red, and pinto beans as well as white rice to intermingle among the
clothing. We are still in need of some additional items such as gently-used
book bags, underwear in size medium for boys and girls, hair products,
chewable vitamins, acetaminophen, sanitary napkins/tampons for young
ladies, and flip-flops. We hope to have the barrels shipped by September
15.

Any questions see Marcy DaLomba or Debbie Chen.

Seamen’s Church Institute Christmas at Sea
Project



Thanks to the talents of several Trinity members, the men, and women
who work as Merchant Marines will be receiving some nice warm scarves,
cowls, hats, and ditty bags this Christmas. As they land at ports far from
home during the holidays, the Institute distributes handmade items
donated by crafters across the country. The Seaman’s Church Institute,
founded in 1834, ministers to their spiritual needs throughout the year as
well.

A box full of our crafts will be put in the mail in the next few weeks. Thanks
to all who participated.

If you would like to participate in a future project, please contact Knit at
Night. You do not need to be a member of this small group, but you are
welcome to join.

Your Deacon, Jodi Abraham



As a young child, JoAnn (Jodi) Abraham worshipped at Trinity with her
parents, Barbara and Bob Ramsen. Jodi and her parents attended the
South River Presbyterian Church until they moved to East Brunswick.
Jodi’s father was a member of the original building committee for Trinity’s
current location in East Brunswick. Jodi comes from a long line of deacons
and elders: her grandmother, son Christopher, and sister Debbie served as
deacons; both parents, son Joseph, sister Debbie, and brother-in-law
David have served as elders. Jodi is currently the moderator on Trinity's
Board of Deacons.

Jodi and her husband Joe were married at Trinity Presbyterian Church 43
years ago. They are the proud parents of Joseph and Christopher and
grandparents to Joey, their wonderful grandson. It is remarkable to have
four generations of her family now worshipping at Trinity!

Jodi has been a Certified Critical Care Registered Nurse (CCRN) on the
adult Intensive Care Unit (ICU) at Saint Peter’s University Hospital for over
40 years. The last two and a half years of the pandemic have been a very
challenging and difficult time for many. Through it all, Jodi has learned that
faith, hope, and kindness really do matter – and that we should treasure
each day. This is why she has once again chosen to join Trinity's Board of
Deacons. They are a truly kind, caring, and devoted group of individuals!

This is a reminder that the deacons are in place to support and help
Trinity's congregation. Please contact your deacon if you'd like a visit,
discuss a concern or just need a friendly ear to listen. If you are unsure of
your deacon’s name, please call Pat Staffa in the church office at 732-257-
6636.



Butterfly House Outing

A show-stopping beauty of butterflies and colorful plants was enjoyed by a
few members of Trinity who took a free guided tour that was organized by
Jan Carrato at the Butterfly House at Davidson’s Mill Pond Park on August
30. The park, also known as the Middlesex County EARTH Center, serves
as the headquarters for the Middlesex County Master Gardeners. The
group was able to learn and actually see the four cycles that a butterfly
goes through.
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