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“I Paul, am a servant of Christ, who was descended from
David…promised through the prophets…declared to be the
Son of God with power by his resurrection from the dead. He
is Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received
grace and apostleship to bring faith to all the Gentiles for the
sake of His name.” Romans 1: 1-5

Dear Friends,
When I was in High School, one of the most memorable activities I did was to
work on the stage crew for our school plays. There was something great about
building things together. There was something great about the creativity we
needed to figure out how to make sets that could change scenes with a
minimum of effort, and a maximum of speed – and still look real. There was the
exhilaration of being part of something spectacular - bright lights and the
applause of the audience. There was the way that the music and the acting and
the staging all needed each other in order to make the play work.
Paul, in the beginning of this letter was setting the stage for the rest of his
message to this church. He referred to Jesus' genealogy (descended from
David) to point to the fact that Jesus was a human being like us – even as he
was also God’s Son. Paul referred to Jesus’ resurrection, to indicate that it is
the source of power God gives us for living a whole, new way through the Holy
Spirit.
In this preamble to his letter, Paul was proclaiming that Jesus’ incarnation set
the new stage for God’s redeeming work. He was proclaiming that the old sets
have been moved into the wings, and a whole new scene has begun – but it’s
still the same play – the same story of God’s loving agenda for the world. This is
a central truth of Advent. In fact it is a central truth for the way God’s will for the
church’s mission is framed. For the church, all the world is God’s stage and we
are the players. That truth moves us to continually reflect on questions like:
What do we need to learn in order to play our part well? How can our church
become the best cast we can be in God’s production?
Advent is our time to celebrate the “comforts and joys” of Jesus’ incarnation –
His unconditional love that accepts us as we are and takes us deeper into a
greater life. Advent is our time to remember that we’re called to become an
incarnational community, whose lives show what can happen when Jesus
enters in – no matter what stage we are in. All we need to do is follow His lead,
and give the gift of ourselves. Then together, we can be a place where others
can discover that, “Where meek souls will receive Him still”, a new and better
way of living is found with God.
Peace and Blessings!
Ed

Join us on December 12th from 2:00 pm until 3:30
For Trinity Presbyterian Church’s Outdoor

chicchiRD@msn.com 732-238-8896

Baby Needs Tree
The Youth Group will be collecting baby supplies
for the Ozanam program in Perth Amboy.
Dates for the Baby Needs Tree collection are
Saturday, December 5—Saturday, December 19.
Ozanam has a desperate need
for all things baby:
• bibs,
• wipes,
• diapers (up to and including size 5/6),
• toys,
• shakers,
• hats,
• socks,
• mittens,
• clothing (all sizes).
These must be NEW items.
Hand-made items are welcomed!
A tree for hanging and placing your donations
will be located outside the church at the main entrance,
under the overhang.
You may enclose items in weather-proof
coverings, but do NOT wrap them, please.
This is something we CAN do
during the pandemic safely.
Please consider helping the youth
with this service project.
Thank you!

Alternative Gift Market

The Mission Committee is again offering, an Alternative Gift Market this year
for the Advent Season, though this year it will be digital due to the pandemic.
The Alternative Gift Market offers items from the Presbyterian Giving Catalog
which supports Presbyterian ministries working to address the root causes of
poverty, oppression, injustice, and suffering in our communities and around the
world. Our small gifts can make a big impact. The categories include aid kits,

livestock, agriculture, and water. If you have a cause that’s close to your heart,
you can find a way to help in the giving catalog. See the link on Trinity’s website
or go directly to presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org to view the catalog and make a
purchase.
The Alternative gift market will also offer opportunities to purchase items to
ease poverty in our own backyard, the Appalachians, through Putting Prayers to
Action. You can purchase a coat or shoes for a needy child in Appalachia, one
of the most impoverished parts of the United States. To learn more about how
to give, see Putting Prayers to Action in this newsletter.
If you have any questions call Dan Chen or email atdandchen@comcast.net
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