
Service: Sunday, May 8, 2022 – 10:15 a.m.

Visit our Website | Interested in Joining? | Calendar

"Those were the days my friend, we thought they'd
never end...

Dear Friends,

Many years ago, there was a popular song, the chorus of which said,
"Those were the days my friend, we thought they'd never end...We’d live

 

https://www.trinity-pc.org/
https://www.trinity-pc.org/membership
https://www.trinity-pc.org/events-calendar


the life we’d choose, we'd fight and never lose. Those were the days..."

That song expresses a refrain that is sung time and again in our lives and
in the life of the Church. It is a good thing to remember that our lives, and
our faith, are journeys whose trails have been blazed by the people and
events that have gone before us. It reminds us that what our forebears did,
and what happened along the way, have made lasting impressions, we
must pay attention to them. If we lose our sense of history, we’ll forget who
we are and where we came from.

But sometimes our attempts to keep the past will impede our progress in
the present. Sometimes our efforts to maintain the church’s former
blessings and successes will cause us to miss the growth opportunities of
the present. When the challenges we have to deal with have changed, so
must their solutions. More often, the best way to make the transition
between past and future is to keep the same spirit that moved our
ancestors, as we create the solutions that will bring the desired results
today.

This strategy is part of the promise that Pentecost brings (June 5).
Pentecost crosses all the lines we draw that are designed to keep us in
one place. Pentecost promises us that the power of God’s Spirit is ever on
the side of transformation. It tells us that change is always possible - that
there is nothing that is beyond the scope of God's new creation. Most of
all, Pentecost assures us that if we will embrace the power of the Spirit
and align ourselves with God’s purpose for us – we will make our own
unique impressions on our church’s history, that the next generations will
build upon.

Peace and Blessings! Ed

All We Can Do Is Pray



All We Can Do Is Pray meets on the second and fourth Thursdays from 7-
8 pm on Zoom. This is on a month-by-month basis, meaning you can sign
up for one month to try it out, but not the next, according to your schedule.

What is it we do for a whole hour? We worship, we share our lives with
each other, and offer support for our church family and beyond. The time
passes by so quickly!

In between our Zoom gatherings, we base a portion of our personal prayer
time on the people listed in the summary of our gathering’s discussion.

Won’t you join us? Contact Diane Hoener (585-694-0881 or
dianesteinhoener@gmail.com) with any questions or to sign up.

Youth Group Gatherings

We are nearing the end of our school year, but there is still work to do!

We are getting ready to lead worship, along with the Sunday School
children, on Sunday, June 5 at the 10:15 worship service.

In order to get ready, we will have chimes rehearsals on the following
dates: 
Fridays, May 6 and June 3 in conjunction with Youth Group

Sundays, May 8, 15, 22, (and 29 if needed) from 11:15 am-noon in the
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Youth Lounge

After worship on June 5, we’ve been invited to the Smutko’s for a pool
party. (Thank you!)

We won “The Sturdiest Box” at Cardboard Box City, so we’ll need to plan a
trip to Magnifico’s to spend our prize.

We will take the remainder of June and all of July off, but then…

Let’s go to the Finger Lakes region of New York State to serve others
and to play! 
From Sunday, August 7 – Saturday, August 13, we will work with Central
Presbyterian Church in Geneseo, NY with the elderly, in the food pantry, in
the food pantry garden, and possibly help with their ecumenical Vacation
Bible School. We will stay at the home of Barb and Harry Hellwig, getting
in as many boat rides and excursions as our time off will allow.

A parent letter will be arriving via email the beginning of May with the
itinerary. We ask for $125 per person wishing to attend this mission trip.
Again, details will be in the letter/email.

As always, if you have any questions, contact Diane Hoener (585-694-
0881, dianesteinhoener@gmail.com).

Cardboard Box City

Wow, what an amazing event! Wow, was it cold (36 degrees)!!

Thank you to all who slept in boxes for Cardboard Box City and to the 24
people who volunteered to help make the event a success.
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We were blessed with clear skies, warm sleeping bags, great music from
Brian Curry, and plenty of food from chefs Donny and Marshall.

Thank you to the Steering Committee who spent 90 hours meeting weekly
in 2022 and then hours upon hours completing tasks the rest of the week.
We tried to utilize our strengths to have the best inaugural Box City we’ve
ever had – and we did!

To date, we have collected over $10,000 for FISH Hospitality and had 30
people “sleeping” (or should that be “shivering”) overnight.

Be sure to support the companies that donated to FISH Hospitality and
Box City with your business. (Alphabetical order in appearance)

AB Carpet 
Afandina’s Mediterranean Specialties 
Anita’s Wags to Riches 
Bond Dry Cleaners 
Brian Curry & Coldweather Company 
Brown & Glynn Construction Company 
Cifelli & Sons 
Davis Realtors 
East Brunswick Recycling 
GSA 
Johnson Chiropractic Center 
Kelly & Company Hair Design 
La China Poblana Mexican Restaurant 
Northeastern Building Supply & Kitchen Design Center 
Old Bridge Volunteer Fire Company 
Platt’s Performance Plus Automotive Service 
Rezem Funeral Home 
Salon DP Lorana 
Sweet William & Thyme

This whole project was spurred on by the Spirit, upheld by faithful
followers, and of service to “the least of these.” Thank you, all, for your
support! — Diane Hoener



Introducing Deacons Deborah (Deb) Bruhn
DeBoer and Deborah Linda D’Onofrio

Welcome Deb and Linda!



Deb has attended Trinity for almost 50 years. During her high school
years, she dated another Trinity member, Roy DeBoer. Deb grew up in
East Brunswick but currently lives in Monroe Township. She has two
grown sons, Derek and Brant. Both attended the Naval Academy and
currently serve as Commanders. Derek and his wife Niki have lived in Italy
for the past 5 years with their two children, Brayden (12) and Avery (9).
Brant and wife Morgan settled in Austin, TX, after returning from France
with their two children, Byron (2½) and Brett (1). Deb and Roy’s “kids” at
home are their energetic dogs, a Goldendoodle and a double doodle.

Now retired after teaching special education for 28 years at Monroe
Township High School, Deb and Roy are looking forward to traveling and
visiting their sons and grandchildren. Deb sings in the Trinity choir, served
several times on session as an elder, chaired Christian Ed, taught Sunday
school for 12 years, and briefly led the youth group, but this is her first time
as a deacon. Deb looks forward to this new opportunity and the challenge
of keeping up with sending cards to her care list!

Introducing Deacon Deborah Linda D’Onofrio

Originally from Parsippany, NJ, Linda grew up attending the First
Presbyterian Church of Boonton. Her early memories of church include
sitting in an old creaky pew with her mother and attending Sunday school
with the pastor’s daughter, who shared candy under the table. Linda has
attended Trinity since moving to East Brunswick in 2002. Her previous
involvement at Trinity includes helping out at Sunday school and playing in
the bell choir. Linda has been an elementary school teacher for many



years. Her son and daughter bring her great joy and laughter, with the
occasional bump in the road, as expected. Linda said Trinity is a warm and
welcoming place, and it is a privilege to be asked to serve the people of
Trinity as a Deacon.

This is a reminder that the Deacons are in place to support and help
Trinity's congregation. Please contact your Deacon if you'd like a visit,
discuss a concern or just need a friendly ear to listen. If you are unsure of
your Deacon’s name, please call Pat Staffa in the church office at 732-257-
6636.

LAWNCHAIR Worship Services Anyone?

Summer is on its’s way and The Worship Team is wondering if there is
sufficient interest in resurrecting the Lawn Chair Worship services, and
when. Will it be Saturday mornings at 10-10:30 OR Saturday evenings? Or
Friday evenings? Or Sunday evenings? The purpose for this polling
question is for those who would like to have uninterrupted weekends for
R&R but who still want the opportunity to pray and worship.

The Lawnchair services are around a half-hour long and are very informal
with a couple of songs, a brief scripture, a meditation, and various forms of
prayer.

If you’d like to have this option, please contact Ed or Beth Knox by May 27.
You can reach Ed at edhoener1@gmail.com or Beth at
samstudz@optonline.net. The results of this poll will be featured in the
June Trinity Times.
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Media Center

To boost your spiritual formation and faith, visit the Media Center. It offers
a plethora of resources including reference books, Bibles, concordance,
study guides, magazines, and more.

FINALLY!! a NEW Normal is Arising!

Thankfully, we are at a point these days when we can begin visiting each
other safely!

There are still precautions we may have to take, but following them when
needed, means we can start meeting face to face again.

In response to this new normal, a new initiative is starting up. There will
now be two Pastor calling days every week; on Thursdays and
Fridays from 1 pm – 3 pm.

Of course, other times can be scheduled for those who are not
available during these hours, and this does not apply when emergencies
arise. This is merely a way to get pastoral visitation back on track, and to
get reacquainted after COVID!

To receive a visit from Pastor Ed, call Pat at the church office, and she will
schedule it immediately. Ed is also offering home communion to anyone
who would like it during visits.

This, alongside the great work of the Deacons, Parish Visitors, and Faith in
Action, is intended to help all of us feel that life in the community is



returning to something like normal. Pat can be reached at 732-257-6636.
Ed’s cell is 585-447-0859.

God bless us every one!

Missional Small Groups

Thinking of You – A group that gathers, arranges and delivers flower
arrangements. Do you know someone who could use flowers and a
friendly visit?

Adult Christian Education

Nurture Your Spiritual Formation!



Bible Study

The Gospel of Mark – The Wednesday group meets on May 4, 11, 18, 21
at 11 am and the Sunday group gathers on May 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29.

Fellowship Small Groups

Men’s Group – An in-person evening fellowship and gathering of Trinity
men that meets every other Wednesday from 5:30 to 7:00 pm (May 4 and
18).

All We Can Do Is Pray – Meets the second and fourth Thursday of each
month at 7:00 pm via Zoom (May 12 and 26). This group requires a
commitment of one calendar month at a time.

Chain Reaction – Meets virtually on Thursdays at 8 pm to develop habits
that facilitate increased health and well-being.

Wine Group – Meets on Friday, May 13, 7 to 9 pm at the Chen’s home.

Knit at Night – Calling all knitters! See you on May 19 at the home of
Barbara DeCarlo’s at 7:00 pm. Bring your yarn, needles, pattern, and
stories!

For more specifics on any of these groups, contact Barbara DeCarlo, chair
of the Adult Christian Education Committee, at barbdecarlo@yahoo.com.
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A New Virtual Book Study is Beginning on June 4

We know that the world around us has changed in so many ways. There is
an ever-growing number of people (currently about 40 percent of the
population) called the “Nones”. They are mostly the up-and-coming
generations, and they aren’t looking for a church, because of the negative
ways the Church has come to be considered.

How can churches connect with these people? This question has been
studied extensively, especially in the last 30 years or so, and we’ve
learned a lot about what does and does not work. What doesn’t work as
well as it used to, are attractional models (If we build it/ do it /have it/ they
will come). Social media is essential, but we have to remember that the
people who are looking on social media are usually people that have a
church background of some kind.

What does work the most effectively; is developing relationships on a
personal level.

But how do we do that? One excellent answer has been developed in a
book entitled, “The Art of Neighboring” by Jay Runyon and Dave Pathak.
This book is meant to spark our imaginations, for reaching people in ways
that “fit” who we are in our church. It will help us to connect in ways that
feel natural and user-friendly. This book is for anyone in the congregation,
and specifically committees, who wonder about how we can effectively
begin to build the future congregation of Trinity.



This book study will be an Independent study/ with optional discussion
times. A summary and study guide will be distributed to those who sign up
a week before each optional discussion; which will be held on Saturday
mornings at 11 am for an hour or less. The first discussion time will be held
on Saturday, June 4th at 11 am. This study is designed so that you can
read the book and/or read the summary and study guide.

You can sign up by emailing Ed at edhoener1@gmail.com. The first
summary and study guide will be emailed or sent by mail on or before May
27th.

Wine Time!

Yes, it’s time to taste and learn about wine again. Mark your calendar for
Friday, May 13 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. Bring an appetizer or a dessert to
the Chen’s home. In keeping with the theme “My Favorite Wine,” each
person will bring their favorite bottle, share how they discovered it, why it’s
their favorite, what cuisine best accompanies the wine, a rating such as
Wine Buyer (if any), where it can be purchased, and other relevant
information. Use this sign-up genius link to reserve your place.
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E44ACAC2CA7FB6-wine). For
additional information, contact Debbie Chen at debchen@comcast.net.
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