neighbors to the north, who were planning to make war on his country. So Isaiah was sent to
tell him that nothing would come of the rumors. But the king was still worried, so God spoke
to the king directly and said, “Ask for a sign from me. Ask anything. Be extravagant. Ask for
the moon!”
But the king replied. “No way, Lord! That would be putting you to the test – and I know better
than that!”
Now, if the story stopped there, I’d be inclined to applaud the king, because I also believe that
faith isn’t about asking for proofs from God. We’ve all seen the kind of faith that lives on
absolute answers, and concrete explanations for everything that happens. In the end, that kind
of faith makes God as small as we are.
But isn’t it surprising that God’s reply to the king was, “Isn’t it bad enough that you try
peoples’ patience, that now you’re trying mine too!?”
I think the king had the best intentions. I think he was trying to practice the sort of faith that
trusts God to do what’s best. But this story has something more to say.
For one thing, this story is about the tendency we all have to avoid the risk of being
disappointed. It’s about all the times we meet when it’s easier to settle for less, than it is to go
for what’s better. Most of all, this story says that sometimes God has more in mind for us, than
we do for ourselves. This story invites us to pray audaciously, to dream big, and reach for the
stars – but not because we’ll always get them. It’s because it’s better to try, even when our
efforts don’t succeed, than not to make the attempt at all. That’s pretty good news to
remember, and to carry with us into a new year...because sometimes, the best is yet to come!
Peace and Blessings!

CUP FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION
Dear Friends,
Trinity will be collecting food for the CUP Food Pantry this
Sunday,
January 3 from 9 AM until 12 Noon. Please place your
donations in the big blue barrel near the entrance to the
church - safe and socially distant.
Let's think warm, hearty and tasty foods this month:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Hot chocolate/coffee/tea
Canned stews/hash
Canned chili
Canned soups
Rice-a-roni
Macaroni and cheese
Scalloped potatoes

Also, let's remember the kids who are at home attending school virtually...they're big
snackers!
▪
▪
▪
▪

Granola bars
Snack pack puddings/jello
Fruit bowls
Mini-bags of pretzels, cookies, raisins

Other donations are gratefully accepted including cereal, canned meats, and shelf-stable milk.
Happy New Year!

Congratulations Confirmands

Jasmin Blue, Silje Jaegersen, Keira Camaroto, and Emily Oppong-Dwamena were confirmed
on December 6 during a worship service where they professed their faith and read aloud their
statements of faith. That these remarkable young women were able to complete the
confirmation process during a pandemic is a testament to their commitment and faith. We are
so proud to welcome them as our newest confirmed members.

Youth Group Schedule

We keep asking the question, “What CAN we do?” in our youth group gatherings, even with
Covid-19 restrictions, all the while remaining safe. With that in mind, Youth Group will be
meeting on Fridays from 4 – 6:00 pm at the church – outside. Please dress warmly in layers.
Be sure to wear a mask and bring your own chair and drink. We will meet in all types of
weather, so come with a great attitude!

These are the tentative dates for upcoming youth group gatherings for 2021. These are subject
to change.
2021
January 8, 15, 22, 29• (none on 1) •There may be a scheduling conflict for this date. Stay
tuned for an update.
February 5, 19, 26 (none on 12)
March 5, 12, 19 (none on 26)
April 2, 9, 30 (none on 16, 23)
May 7, 14, 21 (none on 28)
June 4, 11 (none for the rest of the summer)
Saturday, September 18 – Box City at Trinity (pandemic conditions dependent)
Diane Hoener
dianesteinhoener@gmail.com
(585) 694-0881

WANTED: Fire Wood
Youth Group needs to meet outside the building to remain as
safe as possible during the pandemic. We have created a fire pit
within the boundaries of the wildflower area. WE NEED
FIREWOOD! Do you have any to spare? Would you like help
moving the wood to the church? Please contact Diane by phone
(585) 694-0881 or email (dianesteinhoener@gmail.com) if you
have wood to keep our youth warm during their group meetings.

Recap of Youth Group’s latest projects
Seaman’s Institute (seamenschurch.org) donations in November – a collaborative effort by
Youth Group and Knit at Night. We collected gift items to put into special caps for those who
deliver goods at our many ports along New Jersey’s and New York’s shoreline.
Decorating the CUP Barrel – We decorated and bedazzled the blue CUP Barrel. You can’t
miss it when dropping of your monthly food donations to the church.
Baby Needs Tree – We coordinated the donation of new baby items. Thank you to all who
donated (and lovingly knit) over 65 items! Catholic Charities in Perth Amboy was ecstatic to
receive this carload of goodies. On the day Diane made the delivery, they had run out of
supplies in their collection closet. They were surprised to receive so many items, because
many churches aren’t holding collections during the pandemic. Way to go, Trinity!
Participating in Silent Night videos for Christmas Eve.

If you have service projects that can be conducted safely during the pandemic, please contact
Diane by email (dianesteinhoener@gmail.com) or by phone (585) 694-0881.

Sharing the Hope of Advent - December 12, 2020

A beautiful time was spent with our Trinity Family on December 12, 2020. Mission
provided materials for making gift tags to attach to socks that were taken to Ozanam, a local
Homeless shelter. The Youth collected baby items that were dropped off at Catholic Charities
in Perth Amboy. We created a special wreath for Trinity members that are unable to get out.
We were also supplied with items to make a small blessing tree as well as creating beautiful
luminaires. All reminders of the LOVE God has given us to share with others.

“2021”
A NEW YEAR & A NEW SMALL GROUP
“Trinity's Virtual Kitchen Table”
How are you doing? What’s happening at Trinity?
“Emmanuel – God with us”
Where do we find Him in the midst of chaos?
Grab a cup of coffee, find a comfy spot and come as you are.

Let’s gather to reconnect with old friends and new friends.
Begins January 6 ~ Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. for the month of January

All are welcome
Below is the link to sign-up on sign-up genius.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DADAC2BA1FFCF8-trinitys.
Please call me if you have any questions:
Barbara DeCarlo (732) 698-7464
Looking forward to seeing you all and catching up.
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