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“Be making yourselves perfect and complete as your heavenly Father is perfect and
complete”

— Matthew 5: 48

Dear Friends,

I always feel a little dizzy from the sudden transition between Christmas and New Year’s
Day. There’s quite a distance, for me, between the joyous warmth of the Christmas season
and the inevitable, awkward self-examination I give myself at the start of another year.

It has helped me to learn that Jesus’ words at the top of the page are closer to the literal
translation. As such, we aren’t really asked to “be as perfect as God is.” Instead, it’s more
about being a work in progress. It’s more about moving in a positive direction – ongoing
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“make-overs” for ourselves.

So, as we look over the past year, we want to know if we’ve learned anything new: about
ourselves or life. We want to see if we’ve made some strides. We want to see if we’re doing
a better job with the way we live and the things we do. We hope to find that awareness has
increased, and faith has deepened, and understanding has grown. We hope to find that
we’re more apt to stretch the limits, and try new things, and risk living with an open heart
and willing hands.

One thing about this process that’s so encouraging, is how faith can be a powerful resource
for this. The great news Christ came to impress upon the world is that God is totally for us:
forgiving us, helping us, providing us whatever we need to change and grow. The great
news of Christmas is that there just isn’t anything God won’t do to reach us – even when it
means becoming one of us. But one thing Christ also made crystal clear, is that God’s love
and grace are given so that we can totally live for God and neighbor. That’s the way our
lives will be shaped if we live in the Spirit, and the promise is, we will be led towards the
most fulfilling, complete and “abundant" life we can know.

Peace and Blessings,

Ed

All We Can Do Is Pray

What is All We Can Do Is Pray ? This small group came about when our world seemed to
be a scary place. The world still feels pretty scary with the Omicron variant infections
reaching all-time levels and all the recent deaths in our congregation.

What can we do? We are already masking, vaxxing, isolating, sending out condolence
cards…all we can do was pray. This can feel very isolating and lonely, even though we
know God can hear us and we are doing everything we can think to do.

This small group meets virtually on Thursdays at 7 pm for one hour. We discuss ways to put
our prayers in action. We sometimes decide that All We Can Do Is Pray  – and that’s
enough. We are there for each other to send out an email mid-week to ask for prayer when
the world becomes a scary place again. We pray for those on our prayer list and each other
throughout the week. We share how we see the hand of God in the circumstances of life.

The group members change each month. Would you like to try it next month? 100%
attendance is NOT required.



Contact Diane Hoener (dianesteinhoener@gmail.com or 585 694-0881) with any questions
or to sign up for the month of January.

Youth Group Gatherings

We are meeting at the church from 4 - 6 pm on Fridays, January 7, 21, and 28. Diane will
be in touch beforehand to let you know if we will be outside around the fire pit for our time
together or inside the church so you will know how warmly to dress. (Here we go again,
Covid!)

January 7 – Molly Boysen will join us to talk about Presbyterian Youth Triennium. A non-
refundable financial down payment will be due soon. (We are waiting for the Triennium
people to post details yet.)

January 21 – We will prepare for a proposed Soup Fundraiser on Sunday, January 23.
Each Youth Group family is asked to make a favorite soup to donate. Let us know the name
and a description of your donated soup. We will put together our own soup(s) to round out
the offering.

January 28 – We will plan our Chocolate-Covered Treats fundraiser for Sunday, February
13, so come with recipes and ideas! Should we have a Candy Gram option so church
attendees can give Valentines to each other for a small additional fee? (We will have the
Candy Grams made up ahead of time. They purchase them for an additional fee, along with
a chocolate-covered treat, to give to someone.) Do some research…

Diane will be away the first two Fridays in February, so we will meet at the church on
Saturday, February 12 to bake and coat treats for the sale the next day.

Other News
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Presbyterian Youth Triennium  is coming in July 2022. The cost is at $515 per youth ($535
for adults) for registration, about $500 per room for the stay, and we haven’t heard the cost
of transportation yet.

It looks like the proceeds from the Mixes in Jars sale were $739.19. Woo hoo!

Cardboard Box City is off and running. The steering committee is Diane Hoener, Debbie
Chen, Paula Riepl, and Beth Knox. Remember to save the afternoon of Saturday, April 1
through Sunday morning, May 1 for this event.

Feel free to contact Diane Hoener ( dianesteinhoener@gmail.com) with any questions

(adapted from Moment for Mission on 12/19/21)

Cardboard Box City is an awareness and fundraising event to help the homeless in our
county through FISH Hospitality.

The event will be held on Saturday, April 30 through Sunday, May 1, here at Trinity. The
participants will get sponsors from individuals and corporations to donate to FISH
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Hospitality. Some participants will elect to sleep in our church yard, overnight, in a box.
Other participants will give an extra donation, so they DON’T have to sleep in our church
yard, overnight, in a box! All participants will have the opportunity to make a difference for
one of the five families that FISH houses every day.

Those were the details of Cardboard Box City, but I’d like to take a moment in this
newsletter to share with you the reason behind putting on the Cardboard Box City event.

First of all, I don’t think it is fair or just that I get to lay my head down on my pillow, in my
warm, comfy bed, in the same safe place each night when I know others don’t have that
capability.

What do I do about that so I can sleep? I pray for the homeless and try to forget about the
problem so I can rest. I put the thoughts aside so my privileged life and lifestyle can
continue. The problem keeps creeping into my mind, both day and night, no matter what I
do. I bet many of you wrestle with this too.

We all know homelessness is a problem and that the most people that are affected by
homelessness are children, so how can we sleep at night? We aren’t ignorant to the
problem. We are turning our thoughts in another direction in order to cope, in order to
continue, in order to pretend that all is well. All is not well!

Secondly, we as a church need to get ourselves beyond the pandemic. I am not suggesting
we throw caution to the wind and pretend the pandemic isn’t here and affecting us all. I am
suggesting we learn to live on safely while the pandemic does what it does. We need to
figure out what our church’s new normal is.

We can’t isolate at home, remaining dormant when our brothers and sisters in Christ are
looking for a place to safely sleep and live for themselves and their children. After all, they
are also attempting to get through this pandemic. We, as a church, need desperately to
work on something together to keep us a strong, tight-knit church family. Cardboard Box
City is a vehicle for us to renew friendships and to work for a common cause, even if it is
from the safety of our own homes as we isolate.

Thirdly, our community needs Trinity Presbyterian Church to provide an avenue to work
together for the common good. Our community is filled with diverse peoples, many leading
very busy lives without meaning. Our community needs us to provide a pathway to help
others, to join together as a group, regardless of their religious beliefs or walks of life.
Cardboard Box City can be a coalescing event, one that brings people from all walks of life
together to support a common goal. We all know that homelessness is a problem. We all
think children and their parents deserve a safe place to sleep each night. We all can agree
on this, don’t you agree?

So, what can you and I do?

We can pray for many to become involved with this project so we can eradicate
homelessness in our county.

We can learn about the causes of homelessness, the people that homelessness affects,
and how to break that cycle.



We can support Box City by giving generously ourselves.

We can do something, anything, to help Cardboard Box City be a success. We need to get
corporate and individual sponsors and donors. We need to be here to help, hands-on,
during the event, whether that is providing security in our open building, running a snacks
trading post, or sleeping outside in a box.

When we pray, learn, support, and actively do, we can help foster a more fair and just world
for all, and in this case, for our vulnerable neighbors who are experiencing homelessness.

When we look at how we can help: P is for pray, L is for learn, S is for support, D is for
actively do, God is P-L-S-D, pleased with his children helping one another enjoy His
wonderful world.

Would you please consider participating, in one way or another, with Debbie Chen, Paula
Riepl, Beth Knox, and me with this Carboard Box City event?

— Diane Hoener

A Special Service

The congregation is invited to a special service on Saturday, January 8 at 11:00 a.m. to
celebrate the life of Barbara Michael. Barbara passed into salvation November 24, 2021.

December Tornadoes



As night fell on December 10, powerful tornadoes ripped across 
several states, ending the lives of more than 100 people and wreaking devastation across
many communities.

Trinity has responded by making a donation to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance from Faith in Action funds. If you would like to give more, a donation can be
made online at pcusa.org/DT21, by phone at (800)872-3283, text PDA to 41444, or by
check to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
(December Tornadoes).

Tree of Joy

In early December, Faith in Action decorated trees of JOY, wrapped bags of candy, and
enjoyed fellowship while preparing the trees to be delivered to members of the
congregation! The evening ended with a prayer for each of the recipients receiving a tree.

Special thanks to Paula Riepl and Dick Greenlaw for coordinating the delivery schedule and
making calls to recipients.

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000015/


KNIT, CROCHET, SEW

Do you have a soft spot in your heart for folks who cannot get home for Christmas due to
their job responsibilities? If so, perhaps you would like to join a few of us on our latest
project (no group, no meeting, just independent crafting.)

The Seaman’s Church Institute (SCI) has a service called Christmas at Sea (CAS).
According to their literature:

“The Seamen’s Church Institute is comprised of a talented cast of highly-trained chaplains;
former towboat, blue water, and Coast Guard captains; transport drivers; educators;
attorneys; finance, development, communications, and Human Resources professionals;
and others, who give their heart and soul to supporting seafarers and mariners both far and
near.“

“Christmas at Sea (CAS), SCI’s 122-year-old tradition of distributing handmade knit and
crocheted gifts to mariners at Christmastime. We continue this crafting for a cause tradition
as an expression of gratitude for all mariners do to make our modern way of life possible.
Over 90% of everything we touch and feel comes to us over water. The men and women
who make up the maritime industry embrace an atypical lifestyle, abounding with personal
sacrifices. It’s a difficult lifestyle involving loneliness and isolation. It’s hard to be far away
from family and friends for extended periods of time, especially during the holiday season.”

“There are many ways to get involved in our Port Newark knitting project. For knitters and
crocheters, we offer specially designed patterns complementing the safety gear worn
onboard vessels. There are patterns for every skill set, from beginner to advanced. Our
drawstring ditty bags, used for packing, are popular among volunteers who enjoy sewing.”

If this is a project that interests you, download the Christmas at Sea Handbook for specific
patterns and get to work. Our project runs from January through August. I will gladly gather
all finished projects and mail them in September or you could follow the instructions in the
handbook and mail them yourself.

This project welcomes Trinity members and friends.

https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/


Deacons Corner

Through a special connection, the Deacons have to Santa, phone calls from the Big Man
were made to 14 very happy children on December 12th.

This is a reminder that the Deacons are in place to support and help Trinity's congregation.
Please contact your Deacon if you'd like a visit, discuss a concern or just need a friendly ear
to listen. If you are unsure of your Deacon’s name, please call Pat Staffa in the church
office at 732-257-6636.

Wishing you a safe, happy and healthy 2022.
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