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One day Jesus got into a boat with His disciples, to cross the sea,
and as they sailed, Jesus fell asleep. A great storm arose so that the
boat was being swamped by the waves. The disciples went and woke
Him saying, “Save us Lord, we are perishing!” Jesus arose and said
to the wind and the sea, “Peace be still” and they ceased their
raging.” (Matt. 8:23-27; Mk 4:35-41; Lk 8: 22-25)
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Dear Friends,

This is one of the more dramatic episodes in the gospels. Jesus and his
disciples were crossing the Sea of Galilee when suddenly a nor’easter
arose. The waves were tossing the boat around like a volleyball, and even
though the disciples were experienced old salts, they were terrified. Then
when they looked through the spray and driving wind, they saw Jesus
sleeping peacefully in the stern, and they were irate. “Jesus!” they cried,
“We’re going under any minute, and you’re taking a nap! Don’t you care?”
Jesus wiped the sleep from his eyes, stood up, and told the wind and sea,
“Calm down!” and in an instant, the sea was like glass. Then Jesus said
something curious to the disciples. He asked them in the most sincere,
inquisitive, tone of voice, “Why are you afraid? (Matthew’s version) “Where
is your faith?” (Luke’s version)

We tend to hear Jesus’ questions as an indictment of their lack of trust,
(only after we think to ourselves, “Are you kidding me?”) But Jesus didn’t
teach us to regard faith as something quantifiable in our lives. It’s more
likely that Jesus, at this most unlikely time, was providing a “teaching
moment.” Jesus was seriously asking them (and us) under turbulent
circumstances, to confront their fears, and examine their faith.

Now sometimes our fears are founded. There may be legitimate risks at
stake, and when we confront our fears, we have to take the possible
consequences seriously. But it’s also true, that we often avoid the
opportunities to grow and change in fearful situations. Sometimes it’s just
easier to stay afraid than to venture out in faith and take the chance we
may not succeed. Yet, sometimes, even when we “play it safe”, we lose
what we’re afraid of losing anyway.

This episode with Christ calls us to examine our individual lives, and see
where our fears lie. It calls our church to do the same – to look carefully at
what we’re afraid of – especially as we’re trying to discern God’s will for
the mission and ministries and future of TPC church. This story calls us to
follow the path God calls us to take, in spite of what we’re afraid of. But
thankfully this story also has a promise to hold onto. The promise is, that
Jesus asks his probing questions, while He simultaneously keeps us in His
care. The “keeping” which is ours to experience, is His continuing
presence and power that will accompany us wherever He calls us to go. As



long as we are in the same boat with Jesus, we’re guaranteed the
presence of the One who can quiet whatever wind and waves are
unsettling us, with no more than a word!

Peace and Blessing, Ed

Meet Your Deacon – Ann Rooney

Ann Rooney has been married to her husband Tom for 43 years.
Together, they have a son Thomas. She considers Tom’s daughter Kim a
“bonus daughter.” Kim is married with two teenage sons. They reside in
Texas.

Ann has a wonderful and selfless Trinity history. She recently renewed her
commitment as a deacon and was formerly the deacon moderator. She is
a parish visitor and has assisted with FISH guests by participating in
nightly sleepovers. Ann is a bereavement specialist for pet loss and is
currently adding human loss, assisting friends and the Trinity congregation.
Ann can be found after the church service on communion Sundays running
coffee hour, which she enjoys, as she can see and converse with new and
current members.

This is a reminder that the Deacons are in place to support and help
Trinity's congregation. Please contact your Deacon if you'd like a visit,
discuss a concern or just need a friendly ear to listen. If you are unsure of
your Deacon’s name, please call Pat Staffa in the church office at 732-257-
6636.

Adult Christian Education



Nurture Your Mind, Body and Spirit!

Spiritual Formation

The Gospel of Mark – The Wednesday group meets on June 1st and 8th,
at 11 am and will resume in September. The Sunday group gathers on
June 5th at 9 am and will resume in September.

The Chosen – The charismatic fisherman drowning in debt. A troubled
woman wrestling with real demons. A religious leader struggling with his
beliefs. In this groundbreaking first season (eight episodes) of The
Chosen, you’ll see Jesus’ dramatic encounter with each of these
individuals, witness his first miracles, and follow as he embarks on his
ministry to change the world. Wednesdays from July 6 through August 24.
Choose either 10:00 am or 7:00 pm in the Deacon’s Room (both in-
person). Masks are required.

Use this link to sign up for the morning class
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E44ACAC2CA7FB6-thechosen

Use this link to sign up for the evening class 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E44ACAC2CA7FB6-thechosen1

Fellowship Small Groups

Men’s Group – An in-person evening of fellowship and gathering of Trinity
men that meets every other Wednesday from 5:30 to 7:00 pm (July 13 and



27). Contact Glen at sandberg@scarletmail.rutgers.edu.

CPR – Stand by for additional information.

All We Can Do Is Pray – Stand by for additional information.

Wine Time – Meets on Friday, July 22, 7:00 pm at the Carrato’s home
(See separate announcement).

Knit at Night – Calling all knitters! See you on July 21 at the home of
Barbara DeCarlo at 7:00 pm. Bring your yarn, needles, pattern, and
stories!

For more specifics on any of these groups, contact Barbara DeCarlo, chair
of the Adult Christian Education Committee, at barbdecarlo@yahoo.com.

Missional Small Groups

Thinking of You – A group which gathers, arranges, and delivers flower
arrangements. Contact Jan Carrato at jancarrato@gmail.com if you or
someone you know would like flowers and a friendly visit, or you wish to

Soles4Souls

Wearing out Poverty
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Trinity is hosting a Soles4Souls shoe/clothing collection bin which is
located in the back parking lot on the far right-hand side. Your donations of
gently used shoes and clothing will be distributed in 127 countries by this
organization to alleviate poverty.

By donating shoes and clothing we reduce material disposed in landfills
and assist micro-enterprise by helping individuals in impoverished areas
build their own small business selling donated shoes and clothing. For the
2021 calendar year our bin collected 2,280 pairs of shoes and 6,404
pounds of clothing. From January thru June 1, 2022 our bin has collected
an additional 651 pairs of shoes and 1,319 pounds of clothing.

Donate your gently used shoes and clothing in plastic bags no heavier
then 40 pounds. Please read more about Soles4Soles at
https://www.soles4souls.org//.

DR Mission Group to Send 3 Barrels to the
Dominican Republic in September

Start collecting your gently-used summer clothing and shoes that your
children or grandchildren outgrow, adults size small and medium, and
almost new sheets and towels – so that we will have enough to send 3
barrels to Jackie's House in September. We will also be collecting 10 lb.
bags of black, red and pinto beans as well as white rice to intermingle
among the clothing. Any questions, see Marcy DaLomba or Debbie Chen.

https://www.soles4souls.org


Media Center

To boost your spiritual formation and faith, visit the Media Center. It offers
a plethora of resources including reference books, Bibles, concordances,
study guides, magazines, and more.

Graduates of 2022

Congratulations graduates!

From left to right: Shelby graduated from East Brunswick HS and is going
to Rutgers University to study Education.

Aidan graduated from East Brunswick HS and is going to Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute to study Engineering.

Jasmin graduated from South River HS and is going to William Paterson
University to study nursing.



Knitting for the Seaman's Institute Christmas at
Sea project

If you have been knitting, crocheting or sewing items for the Seaman's
Institute Christmas at Sea project, it is time to finish up your work by
August 1. I will pack up a box and get it in the mail in August so that the
Institute can distribute the gifts to seaports before Christmas. I will be at
church Sunday and Wednesday mornings in July so you can easily get
your crafts to me.

Thank you so much for participating in this project.

— Sally Conway

Father's Day Service



The Father's Day service was off to a great start with Roy DeBoer singing
"Ev’ry Time I Feel the by Spirit" by H. T. Burleigh.



Hooray for Chardonnay! Wine Time!

Yes, it’s time to taste and learn about wine again. Mark your calendar for
Friday, July 22 at 7:00 pm. Our theme is Hooray for Chardonnay.
Chardonnay, a green-skinned grape variety used in the production of white
wine, originated in the Burgundy region of France. Grown worldwide
today, its many flavors are derived from such influences as terroir and oak.
These can include green plum, apple, pear, citrus, peach, banana, mango,
melon, and hazelnut.

Bring your favorite Chardonnay as well an appetizer or a dessert to the
Carrato’s home. You must be at least 21 years to participate. Use this
sign-up genius link to reserve your place
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E44ACAC2CA7FB6-wine2. For
additional information, contact Debbie Chen at debchen@comcast.net.

ACE is fishing for new small group ideas for the fall. Do you know
someone with a talent or skill they would be willing to share? Small
groups are flexible and can last for one meeting, several over many
weeks, or any timeframe. Both members and non-members may lead. The
focus can be hospitality, spiritual formation, and fellowship. For example,

mailto:debchen@comcast.net.


meditation, yoga, walking, book clubs, gardening, cooking, etc. The topic is
up to you! Please contact Barbara DeCarlo, chair of the Adult Christian
Education Committee, at barbdecarlo@yahoo.com.

mailto:barbdecarlo@yahoo.com
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