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Heart to Heart

It’s February, and most people’s thoughts turn to Valentine’s Day and
expressions of love. At least I hope that’s what captures people’s thoughts –
and not income tax preparation or the Super Bowl – especially since it involves
the Eagles. Sigh…

As I write this offering for “Trinity Times,” I am also waist-deep in preparation for
this Sunday’s sermon, where Jesus declares, “I am the door” (or gate – same
word). Christian writer Jack Hyles reminds us that LOVE – Christian love – is
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also a door. “Love is the doorway through which the human soul passes
from selfishness to service.” I am drawn to this quote because it so
accurately and succinctly shares the truth that the love of Christ puts the Other
ahead of the ego, puts service ahead of self.

Trinity has a wonderful mission to share Christ’s love by ministering to the
human and spiritual needs of the church and community. This is the essence of
service in the name and spirit of the One who came to serve, not to be served.
As individuals, each one of us can find ways to love and serve in both small
kindnesses and in bold ventures. As a congregation, let’s keep serving and
loving like Jesus in the forefront of everything we do and do our best as the
body of Christ to fulfill our mission and live up to our vision of being a
congregation that loves like Jesus. Every day let’s let the love of Jesus walk us
through the doorway from self to service.

Thanks for being such a loving, serving church. I’m proud that we don’t just think
of love in February, but that’s our year-round focus. I heart you all!

Blessings! 
Pastor David

Adult Christian Education

New Year, New Adventures in 2023

Trinity’s members and friends possess vast expertise, skills, and creativity. Do
you know someone with a talent or skill they would be willing to share? Small
groups are flexible and can last for one or several meetings, a season, or any
time frame. Both members and non-members may lead. The focus can be
hospitality, spiritual formation, fellowship, and more. For example, meditation,
walking, book clubs, hiking, gardening, cooking, crafts, etc. The topics are
endless! Please contact Barbara DeCarlo, vice-chair of the Adult Christian
Education Committee, at barbdecarlo@yahoo.com.

Romans Bible Study Continues in February! – How would you share the
beauty and the basics of faith in Christ to a group of new Followers of Jesus
whom you had never met? The Apostle Paul wants desperately to visit the new
believers in Rome, but it is clear he won’t get there for some time – if at all. So,
Paul sends a long letter in which he shares in writing what he would like to have
shared in person. It was disappointing for him not to be able to go to Rome, but
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it’s a treasure for us because we have the privilege of sharing in the teaching of
his original letter.

Join Pastor David every Monday on Facebook as he presents brief, 12-to-15-
minute Bible studies traveling week by week through Romans. He will post the
segments on the Trinity Presbyterian Facebook page. You can access the
lesson at any time during the week. Pastor David will keep the lessons brief so
you can fit them into your busy week. The studies will provide a deeper look at
the theology, the history, the language, and so much more. Of course, he will be
adding his insights ─ and his humor (he can’t help it!).

You can then email Pastor David with questions and/or comments at
revdavidcotton@gmail.com, and he will respond. His prayer is that you will be
both informed and inspired as we study Romans together.

The Gospel of Luke – We’ve completed Mark and now move on to study the
third gospel. Come to the Deacon’s Room on Wednesdays at 10 am (February
1 to 22; resumes after Easter) or Sundays at 9 am (February 12 & 19; resumes
after Easter) in the Media Center. The books are free for anyone who attends
the classes.

The Chosen, Season 2 – Our six-week Lenten study for 2023 is coming soon!
Classes will meet on Wednesdays at 10 am, (March 1 through April 5), and on
Sundays at 9 am (March 5 through April 2). Both groups will meet in the
Deacon’s Room. Please join us! All are welcome!

To sign-up, contact Barbara DeCarlo at barbdecarlo@yahoo.com or use one of
the links below.

Use this link to sign up for the Wednesday group
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E44ACAC2CA7FB6-thechosen2

Use this link to sign up for the Sunday group
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E44ACAC2CA7FB6-thechosen3

Men’s Group – This in-person fellowship and gathering of Trinity men will meet
on Wednesday, February 1, and again on Wednesday, February 15, both
evenings from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. Contact Glenn at
sandberg@scarletmail.rutgers.edu.

Knit at Night – Calling knitters and crocheters to an evening of creating all
things warm and beautiful on Thursday, February 16 at 7:00pm. Knit at Night
meets at the home of Barbara DeCarlo. RSVP to Sally Conway at
eachesown@aol.com.
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What is Per Capita?

Per Capita is money that Trinity is assessed by our denomination for every
confirmed member of the congregation, which for 2023 is $40.00 per member.
This money goes to the Presbytery, the Synod, and the General Assembly, and
is the way in which all of the nearly 10,000 congregations connect, participate
and share in the work of the wider church. Per capita currently is not paid out of
Trinity’s general budget. Instead, each member is asked to pay their per capita
separately from their annual pledge or other financial gifts. Checks should
indicate “Per Capita” in the memo line, and may be mailed to the church office
or put in the offering plate during Worship. If you have any questions about the
Per Capita assessment, please contact Bob Carson, chairperson of
Interpretation & Stewardship, at bjcarson@comcast.net.

MEET THE DEACONS
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Born in Clifton, NJ, Judy was raised attending a Methodist church near her
home. When she moved to this area, Judy joined Jamesburg Presbyterian
Church but then became a member of Trinity in 1968 by letter of transfer. After
some time, Judy moved to the Old Bridge area and joined Simpson Methodist
Church. In 1979, she rejoined Trinity.

Judy was married to Richard Pray, son of Larry and Lorna Pray, long-time
members of Trinity. She is blessed with two wonderful daughters, Debbie and
Courtenay, two grandsons, and a great-grandson and great-granddaughter. 
Judy was a licensed practitioner nurse and worked in CentraState Medical
Center, Freehold, in postpartum, and the nursery. She also worked for Rutgers
Community HealthPlan as the coordinator of the OB/GYN department.

Currently serving as a deacon, Judy was active at Trinity as Women at the
Well’s treasurer and sung in the choir for over 15 years. She also participated in
the Trinity Earth Shepherds (TES) environmental group, the Gems luncheon
group, Knit at Night, and a few other small groups.

This is a reminder that the deacons are in place to support and help Trinity's
congregation. Please contact your deacon if you'd like a visit, discuss a concern
or just need a friendly ear to listen. If you are unsure of your deacon’s name,
please call Pat Staffa in the church office at 732-257-6636.

Elijah's Promise



500 Snack Bags were packed for Elijah's Promise to deliver to those in need!
Thank you to all who participated to make this happen.

Save the date – Saturday, April 1st…

For the Beyond the Bunny Breakfast and Easter Egg hunt brought to you by
Children, Youth and Family Ministries Committee. Details to follow.



Children's Nook

Families, check out the Children’s Nook in the Narthex! There are children’s
Bibles for all ages from toddlers on up as well as Bible stories, coloring books,
and worship bags.

We encourage families to bring their littlest ones into the sanctuary to worship
with us. We love seeing their smiling faces and hearing their little gurgles and
whispers, but if your child is getting restless, let them check out the Children’s
Nook while you participate in worship from the narthex.

Congregational Meeting

Sunday, February 12, 2023

This notice is hereby given that the annual meeting of the congregation and
corporation of Trinity Presbyterian Church is called for Sunday, February 12,
2023, following worship.

The meeting is to consider and decide the following:



• Minutes of the 2022 annual meeting of the congregation 
• Election of members to the 2023 congregational nominating committee 
• Presentation of all 2022 annual reports 
• Presentation of the 2023 budget 
• Annual meeting of the corporation 
• Miscellaneous business

— Beverly Bodor, Clerk of Session
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