Outside Service This Week: Sunday, May 2, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Service in the Sanctuary: Sunday, May 2, 2021 – 10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
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“You all are the Light of the World. A City built on a hill cannot be hid. No
one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the
lampstand and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way let your
light shine before others…"

Dear Friends,

When we hear these very familiar words, we feel a little nervous inside because Jesus is
saying that we can’t keep our faith under wraps. Maybe it’s that we don’t want to be
confused with the “bullhorn-on-the-street-corner Christian”, or the door-to-door salesman
variety. Maybe it’s that many of us feel inadequate or embarrassed to share the gospel with
others, even if it’s a friend, not to mention a stranger.
The question is: What does Jesus really want from us to fulfill our calling in this passage?
For one thing, Jesus wants us to look at the state of our relationship with God. Shining our
light is solidly connected to how teachable we are and how available we are to the Spirit
when opportunities to shine arise. When it comes to our church’s ministry these days, we
have to have a solid handle on who God (really) is and how God works in our lives, so that
we can share that light with others.
Another thing that this passage says is that we have to find the courage to step out of our
comfort zones. We have to find the courage to (appropriately) share with others how God is
part of our lives where we live and work. The odds are against us if we are hoping that
people will come to us, looking for the light underneath those baskets.
The good news is that the way each of us shines our light will fit who we are, who God made
each of us to be, and the same is true for all of us. We are called to show how the Lord has
changed our lives through the words we say and the deeds we do that reveal God’s love
and compassion. The good news is that we don’t have to generate the beams on our own.
(Thank God!)
All we have to do is let the opportunities happen in our lives for God to work. The promise
we have in Pentecost is that the Spirit is always with us, wherever we are, giving us the
power we need to embody the good news in bright, tangible ways. May that be our aim as
we continue our spiritual journeys, learning to follow Christ.
Love, Ed

CUP FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION

This Sunday, May 2, we'll be continuing our safe and socially-distant drive-by collection for

the CUP Food Pantry in Trinity's parking lot. Simply drop your donation in the big blue bin
between 9 and 11:30 AM.
Our Friends at CUP have provided us with a list of their most-needed items right now:
▪ Canned
tuna
▪ Canned
soup
▪ Salad
dressing
▪ Ketchup/mustard
▪ Toilet
paper
Other items are always appreciated.
NO GLASS JARS PLEASE.
Thanks for your generosity.

From the New York Times
“Your Weekend Briefing” on April 11, 2021
The Biden administration is under pressure to address the crush of young migrants
arriving at the border. The flow is only expected to increase in coming weeks.
The numbers are daunting. More than 20,000 children and teenagers are in the custody of a
government system that is already overstretched. In March, border agents encountered
nearly 19,000 children at the border — the largest number recorded in a single month —
most of them fleeing poverty and violence in Central America. Above, La Joya, Texas, last
month.
By June, there could be more than 35,000 migrant children in need of care, according to
government projections obtained by The Times — a prospect that one former senior official
in the Department of Health and Human Services called “terrifying.”
The ability of the department to address the immigration surge — by building more shelters,
moving children out of border jails and into new facilities quickly, and then reuniting them
with relatives or sponsors in the U.S. — is the first major test of whether the Biden
administration can respond swiftly and effectively to the crisis.

The following article was written by Elizabeth Glidden, Diane and Ed
Hoener's daughter-in-law. Elizabeth and husband, David, currently reside
in Mexico City.
Elizabeth has a BA in Human Services and a Master's in Public Health
from The George Washington University. She currently works for Asylum
Access Mexico, assisting refugees seeking asylum in Mexico; focusing
on integration services which includes connecting people with
meaningful work, educational opportunities, and the health care system.
Diane asked Elizabeth to educate her on some aspects of the southern US
border crisis. Finding it fascinating and insightful, Diane requested that
Elizabeth share her knowledge with the readers of "The Trinity Times" so
we can all understand more fully.
You can find more of Elizabeth's writing here: Elizabeth Glidden

How You can Support Refugees and Asylum Seekers at the Border

If you have turned on the news, checked Facebook or Twitter, read the newspaper, or
listened to the radio in the last few weeks you know that the US/Mexican border continues
to be a topic of both humanitarian and political importance. While it is comforting to search
for the simplest "why" or easiest solution, the fact is that worldwide migration is anything but
simple or easy. Individuals and families leave their home countries for an ever-growing
number of reasons; economic hardship, political or religious persecution, violence, war,
effects of climate change, etc.
The first step in supporting asylum seekers at our southern border and around the world is
to educate ourselves about the global context of human migration. It is certainly alarming to
see photos and video footage of the current situation, but human mass migration events
have been happening for decades and in all corners of the globe. Would it surprise you to
know that migration from central and Latin America isn't even the world's largest problem?
Or that refugees, asylum seekers, and migrants are all different and distinct classifications?
A great place to start is by checking out these resources:
• Refugees, Asylum-Seekers, and Migrants - Amnesty International
• The UN Refugee Agency
• Figures at a Glance - The UN Refugee Agency
• The Difference Between Refugees, Asylum Seekers, and Migrants - Lutheran Immigration
and Refugee Services
The second step is better understanding what is actually happening at our border because
no single nightly news segment will ever accurately describe the complexities of the
situation. Things are changing daily, so if this is something you are passionate about, it is
important to check back on these resources frequently:
• What is Happening at the US Southern Border? - International Rescue Committee
• What's Really Happening at the US-Mexico Border - HIAS
The United States government works with 9 core refugee and resettlement agencies, all of
which are great resources for accurate information; Church World Service, Ethiopian
Community Development Council, Episcopal Migration Ministries, Hebrew Immigrant Aid
Society, International Rescue Committee, US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants,
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
World Relief Corporation.
After you are done reading and learning, it's time to think about ways to help individually, or
as a community. My personal recommendation is to start small. Unfortunately, what we are
seeing at our southern border is not going to be fixed overnight. As a community, there is
time to learn together and think strategically about the best ways to get involved, but to get
you started, I have provided a list of ideas below.
• Make a monetary donation to any of the 9 Core Agencies
• Connect with local agencies who are helping and ask them what they need (Church World
Service and International Rescue Committee work in NJ)
• Speak with your local interfaith community as many of them are also considering these
issues
• Talk with your local agency about how you can sponsor or support a new family
• Become a foster parent for an unaccompanied minor

• Join advocacy efforts that are fighting for immigration reform (any of the 9 Core Agencies
will have advocacy departments)

Car Wash, Vacuum, and BBQ:
Coming on Saturday, May 15 from 10 am – 2 pm

Let the youth wash your car on Saturday, May 15 (rain date is May 22) from 10 am – 2 pm
for the price you determine (free will offering).
Have a grilled-to-perfection snack while you wait (prices will be posted on site).
All proceeds will go to Cattitude, a not-for-profit re-homing organization for our feline friends.
You can learn more at: www.njcattitude.org.

You Are Invited to Attend All We Can Do is Pray …

Share a prayer request or to become part of the group.
Sometimes, All We Can Do is Pray , isn’t that right? In Matthew 18:20, it says, “For where
two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (NIV) This group can provide that

small gathering.
Not only is important when we are at a loss and feel praying with others can bring comfort,
we can rejoice with others when the blessings are overflowing too.
Come and enhance your own individual prayer life as we explore various ways to strengthen
our practices at home.
Add your ideas to ours to create a prayer in action, ways to show our prayerful support of
others.
All We Can Do Is Pray is for anyone who would like to sustain prayerful support of others
and need not be affiliated with Trinity Presbyterian Church or live locally. Feel free to share
on social media to include anyone interested in a virtual group such as this.
We meet on Thursdays at 7:00. Contact Diane or the church office to register.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Diane Hoener at
dianesteinhoener@gmail.com or (Country code +1) 585 694-0881.

Jerusalema Dance Challenge – MAY 15 @ 2 pm!

Watch the youtube video and learn the Jerusalema dance steps.

We have been challenged to create a dance video!
(See the article at: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/reformed-ministers-inswitzerland-take-steps-to-meet-the-jerusalema-dance-challenge/)
We want all ages, shapes, sizes, dance levels to join us!! (Yes, really, that means we want
YOU to dance with us.) Walkers, wheelchairs, crutches, two feet, two left feet? Anything
goes!
Join us on Saturday, May 15 at 2:00 pm (rain date is May 22) in the church parking lot
(after you’ve gotten your car washed and eaten off the grill). We’ll take footage from all

angles and in different areas. The final video will be compiled at a later date and will be
shared with all.
The challenge was issued by Presbyterian Mission. A dance video went viral during the
pandemic all over the world, except for the U.S. We are making sure we don’t miss out.
The dance is to a song written in South Africa called “Jerusalema.” It talks about the new
Jerusalem found in Revelation 21 (“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people,
and he will dwell with them.”) The video that went viral shows people dancing with their
plates of food, the thing that they are most grateful for until there is heaven on earth. The
original video that went viral can be seen at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=613A9d6Doac
A good tutorial video is at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCSHAsx1LRs&t=16s
Practice beforehand and practice with the youth at 2:00 pm.
Questions? Contact Diane Hoener at 585 694-0881.

Will you be a SUPER USER?

In order to have a greater turn out at our Car Wash, Vac, BBQ, and Dance Challenge,
we need to get the word out. Will you help?
We need people who use Facebook to share our post on the Trinity Facebook page.
Sharing and “like”ing posts increases the spread exponentially. It’s amazing, but it takes
people chiming in.
Please contact Diane Hoener (585 694-0881) to be a SUPER USER. Together, you will
create a schedule when you will respond to the Trinity Facebook post to spread the word.
Other ways to support the youth by promoting this event?
Consider sharing the event by text with friends, family, and neighbors who aren’t members
of Trinity. The event is fun and uplifting, so most people don’t mind receiving that type of
message and might even pass it along.

All leaders in the church can help by sharing and promoting the even within your networks
(email, text, social media).
A quick way to expand this event beyond Presbyterian churches and Presbyterians is to ask
other people from neighborhood churches, temples, mosques, and organizations if they
would like to take part.
Are you a business owner? Please promote the event with your employees or post our flyer
in your work place or through email.
If you have worked with other organizations while working on church committees, please
send them an invitation to join us or to promote the event.
Do you know someone who works in a local media outlet? Ask them to promote, share, or
cover our event.
Let’s get the word out!
Thank you!
— The members of Youth Group

Chain Reaction: A Small Group

“I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” That’s what the psalmist tells us. Let’s join together,
virtually and in-person as the pandemic allows, to explore habits that facilitate increased
health and well-being for all people, regardless of physicality, weight, or health. Let’s create
a Chain Reaction of increased health and well-being.
We meet virtually, gathering on Thursdays at 8:00 pm. Be sure to contact Diane Hoener or
585 694-0881 to register.
This is an open-to-the-public gathering. This virtual group will have “field trips” as the
pandemic allows. Attending field trips is not mandatory. Interested people from out of the
East Brunswick, NJ are certainly welcomed.
Chain Reaction will be based on the following books: “Your Lifebook” and “Habits of Health”
(Second Edition), both by Dr. Wayne Scott Anderson and “The Bible.” The texts by Dr.
Anderson can be purchased on ebay.com or at habitsofhealth.com. (Ebay had the best

prices.) Be sure the “Habits of Health” is the second edition. Dr. Anderson is wearing
a black shirt NOT a lab coat.
For questions, contact: Diane Hoener, 585 694-0881, dianesteinhoener@gmail.com
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