


It was letting a change of perspective come in. Whenever that happens, it’s like
seeing things with new eyes. Whenever that happens it’s like new options
appear, and a clearer picture of whatever’s before us becomes suddenly visible.

In all of the Easter stories, the disciples who visited Christ’s tomb were
bewildered by the sight of the stone rolled away. They felt afraid and confused
and helpless. But in each story, something happened so that their perspective
was changed and they were able to recognize resurrection. Suddenly they could
see that the entrance to that tomb was also an exit.

There’s good news in this. It reminds us that every time we leave one place we
are simultaneously entering another. It reminds us that every ending is also a
new beginning. It reminds us that when we let go of one thing, that also makes
room for something more – something new – to gain. This is a truth that works
behind all the ways that we grow and progress in our personal lives, and the life
of faith. The resurrection is God’s way of helping us to see that to change and
grow, there must always be breaking out of the beliefs and behaviors that
constrain us. The stones we use to enshrine the way we’ve always believed, or
done things, must be rolled away. The stones we use to limit the parameters of
our faith, and living it, must be rolled away as well. But when we do, the best
news is that not even death can keep us from the new life God gives, that
never, ever ends.

Grace, and Peace, Ed

Annual Meeting Questions

Dear Friends,

I would like to respond to a question that arose during the Annual meeting.
There have been ongoing concerns from Session and the presbytery’s
Commission on Ministry, (COM) including my not yet being installed as your
pastor. I accept responsibility for this not happening. Given that my status was
delayed, COM recommended a contractual agreement for one year which
accomplishes several things. It provides a direct and practical way to address
concerns that were identified, with specific goals for me to work towards, and
criteria for mutual accountability. It also provides the Session and me the
opportunity to receive counsel and support from COM for moving forward. This
does not change my responsibilities or role as your pastor at Trinity.

Peace and Blessings! Ed

Worship During Lent 2022



The Palm Sunday service will be held on Sunday, April 10, and the service will
explore the notion that the only time we can experience God’s love and grace is
in the present. We will explore how that can translate into the simple acts of
love we can offer, to God, and our neighbor moment by moment.

The Maundy Thursday service will be at 7:30 pm on April 14. The service will
reflect upon 3 of Jesus’ last lessons to his disciples. Holy Communion will be
celebrated.

There will be Soup & Bread from 6:45 - 7:10 on Maundy Thursday before
worship.

The Good Friday service will also be at 7:30 pm on April 15. The Tenebrae
service this year will feature a drama piece performed by Jason and Grace!

EASTER: The service will be taken from John’s gospel this year, and it will
present three brief reflections on different parts of the Easter story and the
ways they can deepen our faith and service today.

All We Can Do Is Pray

All We Can Do is Pray small group has a new schedule. We meet on the
second and fourth Thursdays at 7:00. Since there is a conflict on April 14, we
will meet on April 28 only. Contact Diane or the church office to register.

What does it entail? Share a prayer request or to become part of the group.  
Sometimes, All We Can Do is Pray, isn’t that right? In Matthew 18:20, it says,
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (NIV) This
group can provide that small gathering.

Not only is important when we are at a loss and feel praying with others can
bring comfort, we can rejoice with others when the blessings are overflowing
too.

Come and enhance your own individual prayer life as we explore various ways
to strengthen our practices at home.

Add your ideas to ours to create a prayer in action, ways to show our prayerful
support of others.

All We Can Do Is Pray is for anyone who would like to sustain prayerful
support of others and need not be affiliated with Trinity Presbyterian Church or



live locally. Feel free to share on social media to include anyone interested in a
virtual group such as this.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Diane Hoener at
dianesteinhoener@gmail.com or (585) 694-0881.

Youth Group Gatherings

We are meeting at the church from 4 - 6 pm on Fridays, April 1, 8, 22, and 29.
Diane will be in touch beforehand to let you know if we will be outside around
the fire pit for our time together or inside the church so you will know how
warmly to dress.

Youth Group dates for the rest of this school year are:  
April 1, 8, 22 and 29 (none on April 15)  
April 30 – May 1 All are committed to attending Cardboard Box City  
May 6 (Diane will be away and Memorial Day Weekend will take the remaining
Fridays in May)  
June 3 and 10

Other News

YAG (Youth Advisory Group) is working on a mission trip this summer to replace
Triennium-that-wasn’t. We plan to serve the hungry in Livingston County, NY, as
well as visit the elderly and help run Vacation Bible School in the town of
Geneseo, NY. This trip will be from Sunday, August 7 - Saturday, August 13. We
are looking for chaperones to accompany us on this trip.

Cardboard Box City is live! Go to cardboardboxcity.com to register, sponsor,
and donate funds, goods, and services. All youth need to contribute $25 for
registration and get a minimum of $100 in sponsors. We have just one month
until the event, so a youth (or two) will be asking for you to sponsor them. Be
ready!

Feel free to contact Diane Hoener (dianesteinhoener@gmail.com or (585) 694-
0881) with any questions.

Cardboard Box City is Coming!
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The countdown has begun. It is less than 4 weeks to Trinity’s Cardboard Box
City. To date we have raised almost $5000 through generous donations. This
money is more important than ever because it appears that the rotating shelter
will not be opening until this fall at the earliest. At a recent FISH coordinators
meeting of the 15 host churches, Trinity was one of only 3 churches ready to
accept guests. It costs FISH Hospitality $8000/month to provide housing for the
4 families that are usually in the program. They have to depend on county
grants and donations from individuals and churches like Trinity. So we need to
get to work and do what we can to help FISH. 
 
If sleeping in a cardboard box is not your thing, you can still support FISH by
registering just for Saturday evening. Alternatively, join us on Saturday evening
as a sponsor for one of our youth who will be spending the night in a cardboard
box. As a participant, each youth has pledged to try and raise $100. There will
be delicious food, compliments of Donnie and Marshall (masters of the grill),
live music from our very own Brian Curry of Cold Weather Company, a
cardboard box decorating contest, and a speaker who was a former guest here
in the FISH program.

We will also need help during the event as follows:

• 4-6 pm: set up  
• 6-8 pm: activities, BBQ, reality check game, bathrooms & safety and security  
• 8-10 pm same as above  
• Overnight: bathrooms, safety, and security  
• 6-7 am: make and serve breakfast  
• 7-9 am: clean up  
If you can help out with any of the above, please email Debbie at
debtchen@comcast.net.  
Join us on Saturday, April 30th. Together we can make a difference.

Introducing Our Youngest New Deacon, Jason

Welcome Jason!

Hi! My name is Jason. I am 14 years old and attend Colts Neck High School. I
am proud to say that I am a cadet in the Colts Neck High School Navy Junior
Reserve Officer Training Corps (CNHS NJROTC). Although I have attended
Trinity Presbyterian Church since a very young child, during my recent
confirmation I became a new member! I enjoy being active in Trinity's youth
group and look forward to meeting, speaking, and getting to know my care list
and other members of the church.

This is a reminder that the Deacons are in place to support and help Trinity's
congregation. Please contact your Deacon if you'd like a visit, discuss a concern
or just need a friendly ear to listen. If you are unsure of your Deacon’s name,
please call Pat Staffa in the church office at 732-257-6636.

mailto:debtchen@comcast.net


Worship Media Team News

As we move forward in planning our 2022 worship services, the Worship
Committee is planning to continue to develop and deliver “live stream church
services”, similar to many other churches in and around our area. It is exciting
to know that in the past month, we have noted up to 41 people who have
viewed the YouTube services.

Special thanks to the super-dedicated volunteers both past and present who
make the PowerPoint slides (PPT), run the live stream video, click the slides on
Sunday, and manage the soundboard. We welcome new members to the team.
Training is available for any part of this process and we need your help!

Interested? Please contact any of the volunteers who can “mentor you” just as
Jesus mentored the twelve…..

Jesus mentored the Twelve — “his own who were in the world” (John 13:1)—to
know him (and, through him, to know the Father) and to re-present God's love
in the world. Even as he reminded them “servants are not greater than their
master,” he washed their feet.

Please reach out to our current mentors for more information and consider
joining our current team of faithful media servants.

Current Volunteers

PPT slide creators: Debbie Chen, Debbie DeBoer, Beth Knox, Ellen Jaegersen,
Jody Velloso

Soundboard: Debbie Chen, Ellen Jaegersen, Jody Velloso

Live Stream: Silje Jaegersen, Debbie Chen, Beth Knox, Ellen Jaegersen,
Beverly Bodor

Run PPT slides: Dan Chen, Debbie Chen, Ellen Jaegersen, Lisa Cusamano,
Beth Knox, Janet Carson and many last minute volunteers recruited from the
pews on Sunday morning!

Thinking of You!

Would you like to make someone’s day with flowers? Be part of this small
group by arranging and delivering flowers to support someone in their daily
walk through life. Share a name of someone who would benefit from knowing
they are being thought of and prayed for. Donate flowers or funds to purchase
flowers to support this new ministry.



Sound like something you could be part of? Contact Diane at (585) 694-0881 or
dianesteinhoener@gmail.com to find out more.

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Cusumano at
lisacusumano1979@gmail.com.

Hop on By...to the CUP Food Pantry

APRIL IS HERE...and that means it's time for our monthly collection for the
CUP Food Pantry. We're thinking about Easter and Passover:

▪ Easter egg dye kits
▪ Easter candy/Passover candy
▪ Matzoh meal
▪ Matzoh
▪ Canned hams
▪ Honey
▪ Raisins
▪ Shelf-stable milk

Donations of other items are most appreciated as well.

Items may be dropped off in the big blue bin this Sunday morning. Thank you.

Congratulations to Trinity Presbyterian as an Earth Care
Congregation for the past 10th years!
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The Presbyterian Mission Agency/Presbyterian Hunger Program has issued our
church, Trinity Presbyterian, certification as an Earth Care Congregation for the
10th year in a row!

As an Earth Care Congregation, Trinity may now use the Earth Care
Congregations seal to promote our commitment to earth care on the website,
the church newsletter, t-shirts, etc., until the date that the certification expires
(February 2023). A press release has been prepared for our church to send to
local media if we would like to publicize our Earth Care Congregation
certification.

Presbytery will also be notified of our certification as an Earth Care
Congregation.

On Sunday, March 27th, we bundled over 2000 sets of plastic utensils to be
donated to Elijah’s Promise! It was a great time for fellowship following
worship.



Adult Christian Education

Nurture Your Spiritual Formation!

Bible Study  
The Gospel of Mark – The Wednesday group resumes on April 27 at 11:00am
and the Sunday group restarts on April 24, 9am. See you there! Contact
Barbara DeCarlo at barbdecarlo@yahoo.com.

Fellowship Small Groups  
Wine Time – We’ll gather on Friday, May 13 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at the
Chen’s home. The theme is “My Favorite Wine.” See separate announcement.  
Men’s Group – An in-person evening fellowship and gathering of Trinity men
that meets every other Wednesday from 5:30 to 7:00 pm (April 6 and 20).
Contact Glenn Sandberg at sandberg@scarlettmime.rutgers.edu.

All We Can Do Is Pray – While it usually meets the second and fourth
Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm, the group will gather via Zoom only one

mailto:barbdecarlo@yahoo.com
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time this month (April 24). The twice monthly schedule resumes in May to pray
with and for others. This group requires a commitment of one calendar month
at a time. Contact Diane Hoener at dianesteinhoener@gmail.com.

CPR (Connect, Pray, Relax) – An informal gathering for fellowship, prayer
and sharing on April 8 and 15 at 6:30 pm at 7 Wick Road, East Brunswick.
Contact Vijay Nathanvijay1nathan@gmail.com.

Knit at Night – Calling all knitters! See you on April 21 at the home of Barbara
DeCarlo at 7:00 pm. Bring your yarn, needles, pattern, and stories! Contact
Barbara DeCarlo at barbdecarlo@yahoo.com.

Missional Small Groups  
Thinking of You – A group that gathers, arranges, and delivers flower
arrangements. Contact Jan Carrato at jancarrato@gmail.com or Diane Hoener
at dianesteinhoener@gmail.com.

For more specifics on any of these groups, contact Barbara DeCarlo, chair of the
Adult Christian Education Committee, at barbdecarlo@yahoo.com.

Benefit Concert Coming to Trinity Church!

A Chamber Concert performed by Collegium Musicium will be held at Trinity, on
April 29th at 7:30 pm. (Among the musicians performing will be Justin and
Elizabeth Lee). The musicians are all playing gratis, and all the proceeds go
directly to help the people of Ukraine. The concert will feature music by
Ukrainian composers and several Ukrainian musicians will be among the
ensemble. Tickets will be available online at Event Brite along with links offering
further information about this benefit and upcoming performances.

More information will be forthcoming about ticket prices, flyers, and posters.
Come, and invite friends, to support this very important effort to help the
people of Ukraine in the midst of unprovoked aggression.
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