Outside Service This Week: Sunday, April 4, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Easter Service: Sunday, April 4, 2021 – 10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
(limited to 75 people)

Make sure to sign up through SignUp Genius
Visit our Website | Interested in Joining? | Calendar

God said to Ezekiel, Can these bones live? Ezekiel replied, “O God only
you know.” God said, “Say to them, ‘O Dry Bones listen to the message of
God!” So Ezekiel said it, and God’s spirit entered the bones and they
reconnected, and came alive.”

Dear Friends,
I love this story in Ezekiel – which is a story about the kinds of turning points we can
experience, with God – that are as life changing as resurrection! God asked Ezekiel if he
thought there was any hope of life – any hope of change – any hope of all Israel’s problems
getting sorted out, and he said, “Search me! Lord, You know,” and I think that great reply is
the hinge upon which the rest of the story turns. In that moment he acknowledged that he
didn’t have the answers, and he was ready to hand the reins to the One who did. Take note
that God did not barge in with blazing power, to fix the situation. God and Ezekiel worked to
transform the situation together – and the dry bones were restored to life. This is why
prayer is at the heart of every transformation, in our lives, and in the church – because
prayer looks expectantly to the presence and power of God to help us deal with whatever
we’re facing.
This story directly addresses the ways that people become like that valley full of bones, all
disconnected and dried up. Israel had lost touch with so much of what was life giving for
them. They were dealing with false prophets who told them to keep things the same – that
all was well, even though there was widespread political and economic corruption, social
oppression, and serious religious hypocrisy. Today we can become disconnected and dried
up when our churches don’t practice forgiveness, reconciliation, and loving accountability

with each other. It happens when our worship is superficial and routine. It happens when
the distance keeps growing between what is real about us and our situations – and the
appearances we work so hard to keep up.
So this story raises both a question and a promise to us. What could happen if we let
ourselves be the real, flawed, struggling-to-follow-God-together community the Bible says
we are? What could happen if we learned how to help and support each other, with our gifts
and life experiences? What could happen if we sincerely practiced the ways of
reconciliation, mutual support, outreach, and service Jesus taught?
The truth is, if we do these things, there will be some noise and rattling as we adapt to being
genuine with, and responsible to, each other. There will be noise and rattling if we commit to
stepping out of our comfort zones to do what God is calling for. But the promise is, if we
dare to try, we’ll receive the breath of life that is the Holy Spirit in fresh new ways. More than
that, our life together will bring fresh, new experiences of God’s love and grace. Maybe best
of all, those around us who are seeking authentic community, a place to experience God’s
love and Spirit, and to make a difference in the world will find it among us as we learn
together how to make our “dry bones” live, whatever they may be!
Peace and Love, Ed

CUP FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION

On Easter Sunday, April 4 , we'll be continuing our safe and socially-distant drive-by
collection for the CUP Food Pantry in Trinity's parking lot. Simply drop your donation in the
big blue bin between 9 and 11:30 AM.
Our Friends at CUP have provided us with a list of their most-needed items right now:
▪ Hand
soap
▪ Toothpaste
▪ Toilet
paper
▪ Rice

▪ Coffee
▪ Canned
soup
▪ Cold
cereal
▪ Shelfstable
lowfat
milk
Other items are always appreciated.
NO GLASS JARS PLEASE.
Thanks for your generosity.

Trinity’s confirmation program will begin meeting on Sunday, April 11, 2021 from 8:4510:00 a.m. This is a program for 7th graders and older. We plan to meet in-person in the
large classroom in the annex of Kern Hall to provide a large space with good ventilation. All
will remain masked and socially distanced.
Confirmands will meet for approximately 13 weeks, beginning April 11 and will continue to
meet until June 13. We will then take a break from meeting during the summer and plan to
return on September 12 through early October, allowing us to schedule a service of
confirmation for some time in late October or early November 2021.
We will be using a 13-week curriculum that was developed by Pastor Ed Hoener, who drew
upon a variety of sources. His goal was to make the confirmation experience one that is
more about faith formation and the real questions of faith (such as grace, sin, forgiveness
and redemption) and less of the academic instruction about the church (history, polity,
doctrine and confessions). Confirmation is meant to be an experience where questions and
doubts can be raised in a safe and accepting space.

Sunday School Going to Zoom
We hope our families have enjoyed using "Growing in God's Love: A Story Bible." Our
main intention was to provide an extremely versatile program that provided guidance and
practice for families in discussing issues of faith with their children. We hope you will
continue to enjoy the story Bibles for that purpose.
Currently, one year into the pandemic, we believe we need to get our Sunday School
children together again on Sunday mornings for their regular curriculum with teachers and

each other. We spoke to a number of parents who were in agreement with this feeling.
Starting April 11, (the weekend after Easter), the Sunday School program for children
grades PreK through 5th grade will be changing to a Zoom format. This program will run
through June 13. Our hope is to return to in-person Sunday School in the Fall.
The groupings are divided a little differently and each has its own time schedule.
PreK – Kindergarten: Three-year-old through Kindergarteners will meet with Laurie Ann
Mango from 9:15 to 9:35 on Sunday mornings beginning April 11. She may be providing
weekly activity or coloring sheets through email to accompany the Growing in Grace and
Gratitude curriculum.
1st - 5th Graders: This older group will meet with Lisa Cusumano from 9:00 – 9:45 on
Sunday mornings beginning April 11. She will make arrangements to provide the Whirl
Curriculum workbooks for use at home and will screen-share the weekly video. She can be
contacted directly at lisacusumano79@gmail.com.
All we would need is your email to add you to the Zoom invitation. You may contact Ann
Chicchi / 732-713-8355 or Lisa Cusumano / 732-213-8368 at any time to have your child
added to the Zoom Sunday School list.
Additionally, we hope to plan an outdoor gathering at the church (with masks and social
distancing) once the weather gets warmer. Let us know if you are interested in helping.
Stay well!

Youth Group

Youth Group has been busy, even when limited with Covid-19. We continue to meet outside
at the fire pit on most Fridays from 4 – 6 pm. We are learning to enjoy caramelized treats
baked in the coals (a.k.a. burnt).
We are serving dinner to our friends dealing with homelessness (FISH Hospitality) on
Friday, April 2. Hot dogs, chili, and s’mores on the fire will be our fare. Set up at 5 pm, teach
our dance for grace at 5:45, eat at 6, play with children, tear down at 7, done by 7:15 pm
We’ve been practicing and taking video clips for the Jerusalema Dance Challenge (see
your invitation in another article in this newsletter).
We’ve begun “Near the Garden” at 5:30 pm when we meet. This is a time when the
neighborhood kids are welcome to join us for treats at the fire.

Upcoming events are the Cattitude Car Wash and BBQ on May 15, Jerusalema Dance
Challenge, also on May 15, and Box City coming up on September 18.
Youth Group dates for April are 2 (see above for change in time), 9, 16, and 30 (our free
Friday is the 23).

Car Wash Coming in May!

Let the youth wash your car on Saturday, May 15 (rain date is May 22) from 10 am – 2 pm
for the price you determine (free will offering).
Have a grilled-to-perfection snack while you wait (prices will be posted on site).
All proceeds will go to Cattitude, a not-for-profit re-homing organization for our feline friends.
You can learn more at: www.njcattitude.org.

Chain Reaction: A Small Group

“I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” That’s what the psalmist tells us. Let’s join together,
virtually and in-person as the pandemic allows, to explore habits that facilitate increased
health and well-being for all people, regardless of physicality, weight, or health. Let’s create
a Chain Reaction of increased health and well-being.
We meet virtually, gathering on Thursdays at 8:00 pm. Be sure to contact Diane Hoener or
585 694-0881 to register.
This is an open-to-the-public gathering. This virtual group will have “field trips” as the

pandemic allows. Attending field trips is not mandatory. Interested people from out of the
East Brunswick, NJ are certainly welcomed.
Chain Reaction will be based on the following books: “Your Lifebook” and “Habits of
Health” (Second Edition), both by Dr. Wayne Scott Anderson and “The Bible.” The texts by
Dr. Anderson can be purchased on ebay.com or at habitsofhealth.com. (Ebay had the best
prices.) Be sure the “Habits of Health” is the second edition. Dr. Anderson is wearing
a black shirt NOT a lab coat.
For questions, contact: Diane Hoener, 585 694-0881, dianesteinhoener@gmail.com

A New Small Group: All We Can Do is Pray

Sometimes, All We Can Do is Pray , isn’t that right? The idea for this group came when the
rioters were storming the Capitol Building. Our church didn’t have a structure set up to ask
for prayer when many of us were feeling helpless to create positive change. Yes, many of
us were praying on our own in our homes. In Matthew 18:20, it says, “For where two or
three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (NIV) This group can provide that small
gathering when we are at a loss and feel praying with others can bring comfort.
This group is for anyone who would like to sustain prayerful support of others and need not
be affiliated with Trinity Presbyterian Church or live locally. Feel free to share on social
media to include anyone interested in a virtual group such as this.
This small group will begin on Thursday, April 8 at 7:00 pm on Zoom , continuing each
Thursday until we determine we are able to share prayer requests via group email or text
and continue our work on our own, perhaps touching base on a monthly basis.
The purpose of the group will be to actively keep items of concern in prayer. The members
will be asked to share prayer concerns and look for ways to support our church members,
community members, and others in the world at-large. We will explore spiritual practices in
addition to prayer and their positive role in our lives. The scope of this group will be
determined by its members and will likely evolve over time.
Join us for the kick-off Zoom meeting on Thursday, April 8 at 7:00 pm (EDT) to see
what the group is to become, regardless of whether you plan to continue in the future. We
can make this group be what we need it to be for the health of our congregation, community,
and world.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Diane Hoener or (Country code +1) 585 6940881.

Jerusalema Dance Challenge

Holding plates to convey a sense of happiness despite the difficulties they face, this dance group from
Angola started the Jerusalema Dance Challenge (Photo courtesy of Fenomenos de Semba dance group)

We have been challenged to create a dance video!
(See the article at: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/reformed-ministers-inswitzerland-take-steps-to-meet-the-jerusalema-dance-challenge/)
We want all ages, shapes, sizes, dance levels to join us!! (Yes, really, that means we want
YOU to dance with us.) Walkers, wheelchairs, crutches, two feet, two left feet? Anything
goes!
Join us on Saturday, May 15 at 2:00 pm (rain date is May 22) in the church parking lot
(after you’ve gotten your car washed and eaten off the grill). We’ll take footage from all
angles and in different areas. The final video will be compiled at a later date and will be
shared with all.
The challenge was issued by Presbyterian Mission. A dance video went viral during the
pandemic all over the world, except for the U.S. We are making sure we don’t miss out.
The dance is to a song written in South Africa called “Jerusalema.” It talks about the new
Jerusalem found in Revelation 21 (“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people,
and he will dwell with them.”) The video that went viral shows people dancing with their
plates of food, the thing that they are most grateful for until there is heaven on earth. The
original video that went viral can be seen at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=613A9d6Doac
A good tutorial video is at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCSHAsx1LRs&t=16s
Practice beforehand and practice with the youth at 2:00.

Xennials Happy Hour at the Pit

Xennials are invited to hang at the fire pit near the church garden for Happy Hour (BYO
Beverage, soft or hard) on Saturday, April 10 beginning at 4 pm.
Bring a snack to share, your own beverage, a chair, a mask, and be ready to remain
socially-distanced. The weather looks good as of now. Layered clothing that can get smoky
is best.
In internet folklore, Xennials are old enough to have lived a childhood free of the internet but
young enough to have spent their working lives online. If you consider yourself a Millennial
or a Generation Xer, or you played Oregon Trail growing up, or if you aren’t in that age
range but THINK like you are, you are welcome!
We’ll catch up for a bit, nosh a little, and wash it down.
Please R.S.V.P. to Diane Hoener at 585 694-0881 so we can change last minute due to
poor weather.
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