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Pagor’s Message

The healthcare debate is
certainly heating up, isn’t it? On
the one hand, this may not be a
surprise considering how
divided Washington (and much
of our political landscape) is
today. However, the truth is,
amost all agree that our nation
needs healthcare reform.
Spiraling costs and the currently
uncontrolled (and thus, at times,
unethical) business practices of
the medical insurance market are
hardly debated. Most Democrats
and Republicans agree they want
healthcare reform.

Sll, there'sareal and honest
debate to be had as to how
healthcare is to be reformed and
what role the government should
play within it. Is healthcare to be
reformed through the creation of
incorporated non-profits? A
heightening of insurance
regulations? A government
option? The increase of for-profit
marketplace competition? Tax
incentives? Some combination of
these?

Sadly, this debate doesn’t
seem to be going too well.
Various politicians seem to be
treating this as a political game
designed more to hurt their
opponent’s chances of re-election
rather than helping the

uninsured. Insurance companies
are pouring uncounted hours
and dollars into the lobbying
ring in order to ensure that their
bottom lineisn’t affected. And
both the left and the right are
throwing millions into campaign
ads trying to either scare us out
of or into various methods of
healthcare reform.

What we're left with, I'm
afraid, is an increasingly heated
debate without much clarity or
civility. And that’s a shame. For
what we need now, more than
ever, is both clarity and civility.

Now, before| go on, let me
be clear: | am not trying to
persuade you of any “side”
within the debate. Both
Republican and Democratic
proposals for reform, | believe,
have their pros and cons. Good
and faithful folks can disagree on
how spending, Medicare,
pharmaceutical, immigration,
taxation and other issues should
be tackled within the overall
reform. Please know I’'m not
writing to tell you how we should
reform healthcare.

However, | do believe that
healthcare reform is an issue on
which the faith community can
take a prophetic voice of

(Continued on Page 5)
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NOTESFROM THELOFT

First of all, I would like
to thank my Trinity family
for sponsoring me at the
Moravian Music Festival and
Seminar this past July!

| spent a full week
singing, ringing, playing and
worshipping with more than
300 musicians of many
faiths. Weeks like this re-
charge and inspire. Thank
you Trinity!

Chancel choir is up and
running. Rehearsals are
Wednesday evenings at 7
p.m. All members and
friends are welcome.

Children’s choir has
begun at a new day and
time. We meet on Sunday
mornings at 8:40 a.m. in the
sanctuary.

Calvin Ringers
(beginners) will start on
Saturday, Oct. 3, at noon in
the choir room.

Trinity Bells will begin
on Sunday, Oct. 4, at 1 p.m.
in the music room.

Chancel Choir Music:

Oct. 4 — Worldwide
Communion: At the Table of
the Lord, J. Althouse

Oct. 11 — What a Friend We
Have in Jesus, J. Althouse
Oct. 18 — On Eagles Wings,
arr. M. Hayes

Oct. 25 — Amazing Grace,
arr. J. Althouse

— Edward Krogstad, Jr.

Kathy’s Corner

Morethan ever in today’s
society we find ourselves running
on empty. We run to the next
meeting, to the next event, to the
next “thing.” Even the eventswe
participate in that bring us joy
somehow take some convincing to
get usthere. All of this makesit
difficult for some of usto be ableto
fully enter into our own personal
spiritual growth.

We may find ourselves
wondering: Where can | fit in this
daily Bible reading? How can |
possibly attend a Bible study? |
don’t know whereto begin! This
year, in an effort to encourage and
support each adult in our
congregation along the path of
discipleship, we are pleased to
introduce THE WELL.

THE WELL isthe place where
you can come over and over to
have your spiritual cup filled. THE
WELL iswhere you can find
support and encouragement as you
strive to continually grow in faith.

THE WELL is acontinuing
education program — one that
supports our existing adult
education programs as well as
incorporates many other
opportunities. We are asking all
adult members of the congregation
to strive toward attaining five
continuing education credits. We
are also hoping that as a
congregation we will reach a
church goal of 450 credits by June.
The only way we can accomplish
thisgoal isif we all take advantage

FROM THE

* \\DIRECTOR OF

Kathy Genus

of what THE WELL hasto offer.

THE WELL will belocated in
the narthex, in the bay outside of
the church office. At THE WELL
will be cards that will outline
everything needed to participate
in each offering. For example, one
of the offerings will be to read the
books of Luke and Actsin the
Bible. Thisisan individual
opportunity that someone would
do independently. In order to
participate in this project you
would go to THE WELL and
choose the card for Luke/Acts.
Once you have completed
reading those two books, you sign
the card, return it to the basket
located at THE WELL and sign
your name to the board and add a
dot. The dot represents the one
credit you have earned by doing
your personal Biblereading. It’s
as easy as that!

The point of this project isto
encourage members to add at
least one more thing than they are
doing now for their spiritual
growth. Participation in THE
WELL also will open up an
avenue of conversation and
support for each other. For those
who may have been apprehensive

(Continued on Page 6)
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Happy birthday

The Trinity Times
lists the birthdays of
active members each
month so you can wish
your church family
members a happy day.
Celebrating October
birthdays are:

3 — Elaine Podroza

4 - LisaAugliera

5 — Kimberly Davey,
Robert Tucker

6 — Steven Geiger
7—Todd Bates Jr.,
Carolyn Craig, Victoria
Mango

8 — Robert Lindeman

10 — Katherine Chen,
Melissa Gustich

11 — Ashlee Geesey,
CaraMoore

12 — Joseph Abraham
13— Shirley Smith
15— Michele Coyne,

Keith Larsen, Kelsey
Schuster

16 — Joseph Abraham 11,
LoisGallop, Allen
Jones, Carol Smith

20 — Tiffany Carson,
Quinn Work

21 — Kathryn Starzer-
Farrell, Kathleen
Wolverton

22 — Mark Gawel

23— Louise
Herbstsomer

24 — Jm Moore
25 — Dagmar Jensen,

VWORSHIP TO FOCUS ON BOOK OF .OB

Oct. 4 — The month of October
begins as we dive in to one of the
most difficult yet fascinating
books of Scripture — Job. So
many questions arise aswe
explore thistale. Why do good
people suffer? How can aloving
God alow unloving things to
happen? Where is God in the
midst of our suffering? Come as
we explore difficult questions
raised by adifficult book.

This morning, we will also
celebrate World Communion
Sunday, a special day on which
churches all around the world
cel ebrate the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper.

Included in this day of
celebration is the dedication of
this year’s Peacemaking Offering,
an offering which servesto
promote peacemaking across the
world, as well as within our own
community.

Oct. 11 — This morning we
continue exploring the book of
Job, but also find, perhaps, in the
book of Hebrews at |east some
Scriptural answers to our
questions!

We will also be blessed to
cel ebrate the sacrament of
Baptism in our worship this
morning!

Oct. 18 — This morning we
gather to celebrate Mission

A
0A

October
Worship Schedule

Sunday, awonderful day to
intentionally explore the mission
— the work and the blessings —
God iscalling usto offer out in
the world! We will be blessed to
welcome the Rabbi Troester of
GreenFaith to the pulpit.

Oct. 25— On the final Sunday of
the month, we return again to the
book of Job as well as the Gospel
of Mark — astory of Jesus
healing on€’s suffering in this
world.

Aswe seek to follow One
who sought to end the suffering
He witnessed, many questions
arise for the Church. How can the
church be aforce for healing
today? How can we lead othersin
the discovery of wholeness? Do
we even really believe that our
faith can make us well?

“Prayer isthe place where burdens change shoulders.”
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Preacher selects readings— with lectionary help

Do you have any questions regarding our
worship at Trinity? Perhaps you'vewondered why
we do some of thethings wedo (or don’t do some of
the things you may have seen done elsewhere). In
thisrecurring Trinity Times article, the Rev. Carter
tackles a question some may be asking about our
Sunday morning wor ship services.

This month, Pastor Rob explores:

Who selects the Scripture lessonsthat areread in
each worship service?

In short, the answer isthe preacher selectsthe
passages to be read and interpreted within
worship. But actually, there’s much that goes
into the selections of Scriptural passages.

Generally speaking, | am who isreferred to
as a”“lectionary preacher.” Thismeansthat |
generally follow the schedule that is proposed
within the Revised Common Lectionary (a
format commonly used throughout the
Protestant denominations).

Specifically, the lectionary offers four
suggested readings for every worship service
we share over athree-year cycle: first, an Old
Testament selection (other than a Psalm);
second, a Psalter selection; third, a Gospel
selection; and fourth, an Epistle selection.

Those who pay attention to our Scripture
readings for worship will quickly note,
however, that we almost never read more than
two Scripture readings on a Sunday morning.

Thisiswhere pastoral selection comesin to
play, and | am charged (as are all preachers who
preach the lectionary) with selecting which of
the lectionary’s four readings will be
proclaimed and preached upon for each
worship service.

Obviously, there are limitsto the lectionary’s
three-year cycle (broken into what are called

__
aASIK

THE PASTOR

Years A, B, and C). It does not cover all of
Scripture within those three years (an
impossible feat), nor doesit go through Biblical
books verse by verse.

For example, the lectionary will sometimes
jump from Mark 4 to Mark 6 within its Gospel
selection; jump from Ephesians to Philippiansin
its Epistle selection; or move from Exodus all
the way to Deuteronomy in its Old Testament
selection.

However, | believe the lectionary does an
excellent job of accomplishing its major goal,
which is to explore the breadth and depth of
Scripture’s overall whole and major emphases
throughout its three-year cycle. Moreover, those
passages not selected during one cycle, can be
selected the next go around.

Thus, for those who worship regularly, the
lectionary provides a beautiful exploration of
thewhole of God’sword revealed through
Scripture.

Do you have a question about how we wor ship at
Trinity? If so, and you'd liketo haveit considered for
inclusion in this column, please call Pat Saffa at the
church office (732-257-6636).
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Trust in God

University of
Oklahoma quarterback
Sam Bradford won the
coveted Heisman
Trophy in 2008. That
season, the 6'5" team
leader threw 50
touchdown passes,
with only eight
interceptionsin 483
attempts. The Sooners
went 12-2 that year.

Accolades aside,
Bradford quickly but
humbly acknowledges
Jesus Christ as his Lord
and Savior. Upon
receiving the Heisman,
Bradford said, “I feel
like that’s another
blessing God gave me.”

Bradford, a
member of the
Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, exercises
compassion and is
known for hisintegrity.
Before every game, he
reportedly reads the
account of David and
Goliath.

In achurch
newsletter, Bradford
said, “l know that
everything God is
doing has areason. |
have learned the power
of patience and
perseverance. God has
a purpose for
everything, and | just
need to trust God.”

THE WELL offers spiritual refreshment

(Continued from Page 2)

about trying an educational
offering, thiswill give them an
opportunity to see who elseis
participating and have someone to
talk to.

The important thing to
remember is that no oneisrequired to
put his or her name on the board. If
you don’t feel comfortable adding
your nameto the board, that’s fine.
But please remember that when
you do place your name on the list,
it helps all of usto reach our goal
together. Thisis about inspiring and

supporting each other in our walk
of faith.

There will be many
opportunitiesat THE WELL. There
are short-term studies,
independent readings, books,
groups, long-term studies, speakers
or lectures, retreats and workshops
that all qualify for credits.

So come back to THE WELL
often and see what new
opportunity awaits you.

Let’s make 2010 the year that
together we all grow in our
discipleship!

Church youths gear up for October fun

Halloween Party for UNICEF

On Sunday, Oct. 25 from 4 to
6 p.m., al Sunday School
children and their friends are
invited to join usfor an
afternoon of Halloween fun
and service as we |learn about
and support UNICEF.

There will be games, prizes,
snacks and lots of fun. Donations
will be collected toward UNICEF's
efforts to provide children around
the world with clean water and
medicine so that they can grow to
be healthy and strong.

Please plan on joining us!

From overnight camp to Clue!

Oct. 2-3 — Overnight at Camp
Johnsonburg

Oct. 4 — youth planning
meeting
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Oct. 11 — youth planning
meeting

Oct. 18 — no youth group

Oct. 25 — Sunday School
Halloween party, 4 to 6 p.m.,
followed by pizza and Clue! from 6
to 8 p.m.

Nov. 1 — no youth group

All middle and high school youth
are invited and welcome to attend all
eventsl We have agreat time
together and would love to have you
joinus. For more information, see
Gary Rodgers, Scott DeCaro, Frank
Genus or Kathy Genus.




Trinity Times

Page 7

FISH Hospitality Program

Many volunteers made the FISH Hospitality
Program guests feel welcome at Trinity in
August. We appreciate your time, talent and
stewardship. It has been called, “A powerful
ministry for getting people involved in the true
meaning of mission.”

Don’t forget they come back again in
December; the exact dates will appear in the next
Trinity Times.

Mission Commission seeks more members

We're still fishing for additional members!
Driven by the fact that the Mission Commission
seems better equipped to serve our ever-
increasing outreach with 20 members, we're
seeking three or four more members, including
“youth.”

See Beth Knox or Debbie O’Halloran, or just
show up to the Oct. 5 meeting at 7 p.m. where
you will be welcome!

Friends gather to sing at Sunrise

A Few Good Friends continues to gather and
sing at Sunrise Assisted
Living in East Brunswick
and has been led by folks
from Saint Bart’s and
Trinity.

We'd loveto have
your voice and smile on
Friday, Oct. 16 at 7 p.m.

Please call Dotti
Spengel at 732-257-6026
for more information or if you have questions.

Mission Sunday service set for Oct. 18

Be sure to attend worship on Mission Sunday,
Oct. 18. Rabbi Troster will give the sermon while
Mission Commission and other church members
will conduct the service.

Group seeks to expand as it continues to help others

MISSION
MOMENTS

Mission trip to farm set for this month

The Sunday School is planning atrip to a
heifer farm in Massachusetts on Oct. 17 and 18.
Thisisagreat mission opportunity for
individuals and families.

Contact Kathy Genus or Beth Knox for
additional information.

Trinity to prepare dinner at Elijah’s Promise

Trinity prepares dinner on Wednesday, Oct.
14, at Elijah’s Promise. Call Bob Sullivan for
additional information.

Environmental initiative on the horizon

TES (Trinity Environmental Stewards)
conducted the GreenFaith Certification Program
analysigaudit, which focuses on what we need to
do in order to qualify.

Mission has agreed to participate in at least
one internationally focused environmental
initiative per year. It should respond to an issue
that links environmental and humanitarian
concerns in adeveloping country.

More details will be released following the
October meeting.

‘Thank you’ to Kick-Off Day helpers

Last, but not least, a special “thank you” to all
of our Kick-Off Day helpers: setting up, cooking,
serving, making announcements, cleaning up,
and more!







